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FOREWORD 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) presents the 
Candidates’ Item Response Analysis Report (CIRA) for the Advanced Certificate 
of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in the Arabic Language subject 
which was done in May, 2023. This report intends to provide feedback to all 
education stakeholders on the factors which influenced the candidates’ 
performance in the subject. 

The candidates’ performance in the ACSEE 2023 for the Arabic subject was good 
as 76.99 per cent of the candidates passed in different grades. The candidates who 
attained high scores had adequate knowledge of sub-topics from which the 
questions were set. They also had good command of the Arabic Language, and 
interpreted correctly the demands of the questions. However, the candidates who 
scored low marks faced difficulties in responding to the questions due to such 
factors as insufficient knowledge of the sub-topics from which the questions were 
set, failure to identify or understand the demands of the questions and poor mastery 
of Arabic Language. 

It is expected that all educational stakeholders will use the feedback provided and 
recommendations suggested in this report to improve the teaching and learning to 
the prospective candidates in the future examinations administered by the Council. 

The Council would like to appreciate the examinations officers, statisticians, and 
all who participated in writing this report. 
 
 

 
 Dr Said Ally Mohamed 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



1 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This report analyses the candidates’ performance in the 125 Arabic Language 
subject for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 
(ACSEE) which was conducted in May, 2023. 
 
The candidates who sat for the Arabic Language examination in May 2023 were 
100 out of which 97.00 per cent passed and 3.00 per cent failed.  Yet, in May 
2022, 219 out of which 93.61 per cent passed and 6.39 failed. These results 
indicate that the 2023 performance has increased by 3.39 per cent compared to 
the performance in 2022.  

The Arabic Language examination consisted of two (2) papers, namely 125/1 
Arabic Language paper 1 and 125/2 Arabic Language paper 2. Each paper had 
eight (8) questions distributed a cross Sections A and B. The candidates were 
required to choose four (4) questions in Section A and two (2) questions in 
Section B. Each question in Section A carried fifteen (15) marks while each 
question in Section B carried twenty (20) marks. The aim was to test the 
candidates’ Arabic Language skills in Comprehension, Grammar, Language 
use, Morphology, Composition, Rhetoric, Response to readings and Literature. 

 
The candidates’ performance on each question is presented by indicating the 
task of each question, the expected responses and how the candidates responded. 
Samples of responses extracted from the candidates’ scripts have been presented 
in order to show how the candidates responded in relation to the demands of 
each item. 

 
The analysis of the candidates’ performance per question is based on the three 
categories, namely Good, Average and Weak. Good performance ranges from 
60 to 100 per cent and it is represented by green colour. Average performance 
ranges from 35 to 59 per cent and it is represented by yellow colour. Lastly, 
weak performance ranges from 0 to 34 per cent and it is represented by red 
colour. The candidates’ performance on each topic is summarised in the 
appendix.  
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES IN EACH QUESTION 
IN ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 1 

 

2.1 Section A: Short Answer Questions 

This section had five questions. The candidates were required to attempt four 
(4) questions. Each question weighed fifteen (15) marks, making a total of 60 
marks for the whole section. 

2.1.1 Question 1: Reading Passage and Answering Questions 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question was set from the 
topic of Comprehension. It tested the candidates’ ability to read and 
comprehend the given passage.  

In part (a), the candidates were required to read the passage and answer 
the following five (5) items.  

-Who is Al“ (من الخنساء؟ ومن أي قبیلة ھي؟ وما ھي منزلة قبیلتھا؟)  (1)
khansau?” And what tribe is she from? And what is the status of 
her tribe? 

 What does the“ (ماذا تعني كلمة الخنساء ولماذا لقبت ھذه لشاعرة بھذ اللقب ؟)  (2)
word Al-khansau mean, and why was this poetess given this title? 

(3)  ( ؟متى قتل صخر أخو الخنساء ) “When was Al-khansau’s brother Sakhra 
killed?” 

 Why did Al-khansau“ (لماذا أحبت الخنساء أخاھا صخرا أكثر من أخیھا معاویة)  (4)
love her brother Sakhra more than her brother Muawiyah?” 

(5)  ( لنعي بمصرع أبنائھا الأربعة في القتال؟ما قول الخنساء لما جاءت ا  ) “What did 
Al-kansau say when the obituary of her four fighting sons come?” 

 
In part (b), the candidates were instructed to analyse each of the 
underlined word according to its position in the sentence from the 
passage in part (a). 
 
The question was attempted by 49 (49.00%) candidates out of whom 8 
(16.33 %) scored from 0.5 to 5 marks; 24 (48.98 %) scored from 5.5 to 
8.5 marks and 17 (34.69%) scored from 6.5 to 10 marks. The 
candidates’ general performance on this question was good since 83.67 
per cent of the candidates scored from 5.5 to 15 marks. The overall 
performance on this question is presented in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that the candidates 
who performed well in this question understood the requirements of the 
question well and hence, they provided correct answers to both parts (a) 
and (b). For example, one of the candidates provided his/her answers to 
the five items in part (a) as follows:  

(1) ( وھي من قبیلة جاھلی�ة ذات  -الخنساء ھي تماضر بنت عمرو بن الشرید من قبیلة سلیم
 Al-kansau is tamard, the daughter of“ (أمج�اد عریق�ة ف�ي العص�ر الج�اھلي
Amr bin Al-sharid, from the Salim tribe, and she is from a pre-
Islamic tribe with ancient glories in the pre-Islamic era”. 

 The“ (كلم��ة الخنس��اء تعن��ي بق��رة ال��وحش ولقب��ت ھ��ذه الش��اعرة بھ��ذا اللق��ب لجمالھ��ا) (2)
word Al-khansau means ‘buffalo’, and this poetess was given this 
title because of her beauty.  

(3) ( د�قتل صخر أخو الخنساء في إحدى المعارك التي دارت بین قبیلة س�لیم وقبیل�ة بن�ي أس� ) 
“Sakhar, Al-khansau is brother, was killed in one of the battles of 
the Salim tribe against the Bani Asad tribe”. 

(4) ( ة م��رّاتس��مھا م��ا بق��ي م��ن مال��ھ وفع��ل ذل��ك ع��دّ لأن الص��خر قا ) “Because Sakhar 
shared what was left of his funds with her, and he did that several 
times”. 
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قال��ت الخنس��اء أش��كر رب��ي ال��ذي ش��رفني بق��تلھم وأرج��و أن یجمعن��ي بھ��م ف��ي مس��تقرّ ) (5)
 Al-khansau said, I thank my lord, who honoured me by“ (رحمت�ھ
killing them, and I hope that he will unite me with them in his 
paradise”. 

In part (b), the candidates correctly analysed the underlined words 
according to their positions in the sentence from the given passage as 
follows: 

 ’The word ‘and“ (وسؤدد= الواو: واو العطف وسؤدد: معطوف على ع�ز مج�رور)  (1)
 is a Maatufu maj-ruru in the (س��ؤدد) is a conjunction and (ال�واو)
genitive case. 

(2)  ( ن= ظ�رف المك�ان منص�وب وھ�و مض�افب�ی ) “The word ‘Between’ (ب�ین) is an 
adverb of place in the accusative case and at the same time it is a 
mudhafu.” 

(3)  ( منص�وب ق�ائلا= الح�ال ) “The word (ق�ائلا) ‘Saying’ is a situation in the 
accusative case”. 

 Shinning’ is an adjective‘ (ساطعا) The word“ (ساطعا= نعت/صفة منصوب)  (4)
in the accusative case”. 

 souls is a mudhafu (النف�وس) The word“ (النف�وس= مض�اف إلی�ھ مج�رور)  (5)
ilay-hi in the genitive case”. 

This indicates that the candidates had sufficient vocabulary and good 
command of the Arabic Language. Extract 1.1 is a sample of a 
candidate’s good response.  
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Extract 1.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 1 

In Extract 1.1, the candidate provided correct answers to the items 
related to the given question.  
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Further analysis of the candidates’ responses in this question shows that 
there were 24 (48.98 %) candidates who had an average performance. 
Some of them provided two or three correct answers to parts (a) and 
(b). Others left items of part (b) unanswered. This showed that the 
candidates lacked sufficient vocabulary in the Arabic Language.  

On the contrary, there were few candidates (16.33%) with weak 
performance in this question. Most of them failed to comprehend the 
passage. Eventually, they copied the same words in the question or 
copied some sentences from the passage and wrote them as answers. 
They did not consider the meaning of the words and demand of the 
question. Moreover, others repeated the questions due to weak mastery 
of the Arabic Language.  

For example, in item (a) (1), the candidates were required to write full 
name of ‘Al khansau’, her tribe and its status compared to other tribes. 
However, some of the candidates provided insufficient responses. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote ( قبیل�ة عربی�ة م�ن ) “She comes from 
Arab tribe”. Another one wrote (ومكانھ�ا مرموق�ة حت�ى رفض�ت أن تت�زوج) “She 
refused the marriage for her prestigious position” instead of  الخنس�اء ھ�ي

وھي م�ن قبیل�ة جاھلی�ة ذات أمج�اد عریق�ة ف�ي  -تماضر بنت عمرو بن الشرید من قبیلة سلیم
 ,Al-khansau is tamard, the daughter of Amr bin Al-sharid“ (العصر الجاھلي
from the Salim tribe, and she is from a pre-Islamic tribe with ancient 
glories in the pre-Islamic era”. 

In item (a) (2), the candidates were required to give the meaning of Al-
khansau and reasons for the name Al-khansau. Most of the candidates 
who provided incorrect response did not understand what was written 
in the passage. Instead they copied the sentence without knowing its 
meaning. For example, one of the candidates wrote: ( لأن البك�اء عل�ى ص�خر
 The crying of Sakhar and Muawiyah in“ (ومعاوی�ة عل�ى ال�رغم الل�وم والتعنی�ف
spite of blame and rebuke” instead of ( كلمة الخنس�اء تعن�ي بق�رة ال�وحش ولقب�ت
 The word Al-khansau means buffalo, and“ (ھ�ذه الش�اعرة بھ�ذا اللق�ب لجمالھ�ا
this poetess was given this title because of her beauty.  

In item (a) (3), the candidates were required to explain why Sakhar was 
killed?  Some of the candidates who provided incorrect responses had 
insufficient knowledge of the Arabic Language. Therefore, they gave 
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wrong answers because they failed to comprehend the given passage. 
For example, one of the candidates in this category wrote; ( ص�خر ف�ي  قت�ل
 Sakhar killed between two tribes in one“ (ب��ین القبیلت��ین ف��ي إح��داھا ص��خر
Sakhar”. This provided response is meaningless and grammatically 
incorrect. This indicates that those candidates did not comprehend the 
passage. The correct response was ( ص�خر أخ�و الخنس�اء ف�ي إح�دى المع�ارك قت�ل 
 Sakhar, Al-khansau’s brother, was“ (الت�ي دارت ب�ین قبیل�ة س�لیم وقبیل�ة بن�ي أس�د
killed in one of the battles of the Salim tribe against the Bani Asad 
tribe”. 

In item (a) (4), the candidates were required to explain why Al-khansau 
loved her brother Sakhar than her brother Muawiyah? Some of the 
candidates provided insufficient responses while others wrote wrong 
responses. For example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: ( لأن
 Because the cried is on“ (البك�اء عل�ى ص�خر ومعاوی�ة عل�ى ال�رغم الل�وم والتعنی�ف
Sakhar and Muawiyah in spite of blame and rebuke”. This response is 
incorrect according to the demand of the question. The correct response 
was (لأن الص�خر قاس�مھا م�ا بق�ي م�ن مال�ھ وفع�ل ذل�ك ع�دّة م�رّات) “Because Sakhar 
shared what was left of his funds with her, and he did that several 
times”. 

In item (a) (5), the candidates were required to explain what Al-khansau 
said when she was told about the death of her four sons in the battle. 
The candidates provided wrong answers as they manifested 
grammatical errors and insufficient command of the Arabic Language. 
For example, one of the candidates wrote: ( المسلمة تحتسب وھي ص�ابرة أبن�اء
 the female Muslim should be patient four sons”. This response“ (الأربع�ة
was incorrect. The correct answer was ( قال�ت الخنس�اء أش�كر رب�ي ال�ذي ش�رفني
 Al-khansau said; I thank my“ (بق�تلھم وأرج�و أن یجمعن�ي بھ�م ف�ي مس�تقرّ رحمت�ھ
lord, who honoured me by killing them, and I hope that he will unite 
me with them in his paradise”. 

In part (b), the candidates failed to analyse the underlined words. These 
candidates lacked knowledge of Arabic grammatical rules. Hence, they 
provided wrong answers as follows: 

The word (س�ؤدد), for example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: 
وسؤدد= ال�واو: واو العط�ف وس�ؤدد: ) True adjective” instead of“ (النعت الحقیقي)
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 (سؤدد) is a conjunction and (الواو) ’The word ‘and“ (معطوف على عز مجرور
is a Maatufu maj-ruru in the genitive case. 

Similarly, the word (ب�ین) ‘Between’, one of the candidates answered as 
( الزم�ان ظ�رف ) “Adverb of time” instead of ( ب�ین= ظ�رف المك�ان منص�وب وھ�و
 Between’ is an adverb of place in accusative‘ (ب�ین) The word“ (مض�اف
case and at the same time is a mudhafu.” 

The word ( ئلاقا ) “Saying” was written as ( مرف�وع بض�مة ظ�اھرة ف�ي آخ�ره خبر ) 
“the subject in predicative form” instead of (ق�ائلا= الح�ال منص�وب) “The 
word (قائلا) ‘Saying’ is a situation in accusative case.” 

Furthermore, the word (س�اطعا) “Shinning” was written as, one of the 
candidates wrote that: (النعت مرفوع بضمة ظ�اھرة ف�ي آخ�ره) “It is an adjective 
in nominative case instead of (ساطعا= نعت/صفة منصوب) “The word (س�اطعا) 
‘Shinning’ is an adjective in accusative case”. 

Moreover, the word (النف�وس) “Souls” was incorrectly written as ( المفع�ول
 Absolute object in the nominative case“ (مطلق مرفوع باض�مة ظ�اھرة ف�ي آخ�ره
instead of (النف��وس= مض��اف إلی��ھ مج��رور) “The word (النف��وس) souls is a 
mudhafu ilay-hi in a genitive case”. 

Therefore, the candidates demonstrated insufficient knowledge of the 
rules and weak mastery of the Arabic Language. Extract 1.2 is a sample 
of incorrect responses. 

 

 
Extract 1.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 1 

Extract 1.2 is a sample of responses from a candidate who incorrectly 
analysed words from the given passage. 
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2.1.2 Question 2: Rules of the Arabic Grammar 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question aimed at testing 
the candidates’ ability to identify and analyse the rules used in the 
given sentences. This question was set from the topic of Grammar.  
 
In part (a), the candidates were instructed to identify rules used in the 
following underlined words from the given sentences:  
 
 .”I looked at the plane’s colour“ (نظرت إلى الطائرة لونھا) (1)

 
 .”The students entered followed by the teacher“ (دخل التلامیذ ثم المدرس) (2)

 
 .”Both her hands were cleaned“ (نظفت یداھا كلتاھما) (3)

 
 .”The wise lady’s mother arrived“ (حضرت السیدة العاقلة أمّّھا) (4)

 
 .”The camel passes through a desert“ (یمرّ الجمل في صحراء) (5)

 
In part (b), the candidates were required to clarify the mafuulu mut-laq 
with its types in the following sentences:  
 
 .”The child drinks a lot of milk“ (یشرب الطفل اللبن شربا) (1)

 
 .”Said beat the child a thief’s beat“ (ضرب سعید الطفل ضرب السارق) (2)

 
 .”I read the book twice“ (قرأت الكتاب قراءتین) (3)

 
(4) ( وفدعوت الرجل دعوة المستغیث الملھ ) “I called the man for the help”. 

 
 .”The soldiers fought hard“ (قاتل الجنود قتالا) (5)

 
The analysis of data reveals that out of 95 (95.00%) candidates who 
attempted this question, 18 (18.95%) candidates scored 2.5 to 5 marks, 
22 (23.16%) candidates scored 5.5 to 8.5 marks while 55 (57.89%) 
candidates scored 9 to 15 marks. Therefore, the candidates’ 
performance in this question was generally good. The summary of 
candidates’ performance in this question is presented in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2 

The analysis reveals that 55 (57.89%) candidates performed well in this 
question. These candidates identified the rules used in the underlined 
words. This shows that the candidates had adequate knowledge of the 
uses of Arabic Language principles. For example, in part (a), one of the 
candidates provided his/her answers as follows:  
 
(1) ( " مضاف إلیھ = لونھا "ھا بدل مجرور بالكسرة وھو مضاف و   )“It is a badali in 

genitive case and at the same time it is a mudhafu and letter ‘Haa’ 
is a mudhafu ilayhi. 

 
 It is a maatufu in“ (المدرس = معطوف على التلامیذ مرفوع بالضمة)  (2)

nominative case” 
 

" مضاف إلیھ)  (3) "ھما  It is“ (كلتاھما= توكید معنوي مرفوع بالألف وھو مضاف و 
taw-kidu maanawiyu in nominative case and at the same time it is a 
mudhafu and letter ‘Haa’ is a mudhafu ilayhi”. 

 
 The sapiens is an adjective sababiyu“ (العاقلة = نعت سببي مرفوع بالضمة) (4)

in nominative case”.  
 

" مض�اف إلی�ھ) "ھ�ا  Her mother is a“ (أمھا= فاعل مرفوع بالض�مة وھ�و مض�اف و 
subject in nominative case and at the same time it is a mudhafu and 
letter ‘Haa’ is a mudhafu ilayhi”. 
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(5) ( اسم لا ینصرف مجرور بفي وعلامة جره الفتحة =صحراء ) “It is a preposition 
in genitive case”. 

 
In part (b), the candidates clarified the mafuulu mut-laq with their types 
as follows:  
 
 Drinking’ is a mafuulu mut-laq‘ (شربا) The word (شربا= المؤكد للفعل)  (1)

and its type is a muak-kidu lil-fiili.  

 thief’s beat’ is‘ (ضرب السارق) The word (ضرب السارق= المبین نوع الفعل)  (2)

a mafuulu mut-laq and and its type is a mubay-yinu linawi fiili’. 

) ’The word ‘Two readings“ (قراءتین= المبین للعدد)  (3) ءتینقرا ) is a mafuulu 

mut-laq and and its type is a muabay-yinu lil-adadi”. 

دعوة ) ’The words ‘call for help“ (دعوة المستغیث= المبین نوع الفعل)  (4)
 a mafuulu mut-laq and and its type is a mubay-yinu linawi (المستغیث

fiili”.  

 is a mafuulu mut-laq (قتالا) ’The word ‘fighting“ (قتالا= المؤكد للفعل)  (5)
and and its type is a muak-kidu lil-fiili”. 
 

This shows that the candidates had good command of the Arabic 
Language and they were knowledgeable about the Arabic language 
grammar. Extract 2.1 is a sample of a good response.  
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Extract 2.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 2 

In Extract 2.1, the candidate identified rules that are used in the 
underlined words from the given sentences. 
 
On the contrary, the data show that 22 (23.16%) candidates performed 
averagely. Most of those candidates identified two or three rules that 
are used in the underlined words. Some of the candidates managed to 
clarify correctly some of the mafuulu mut-laq with their types in the 
given sentences. Other candidates could only identify the mafuulu mut-
laq but failed to clarify their types. 

 
Conversely, the candidates whose performances were weak failed to 
identify rules used in the underlined words. They also failed to clarify 
the mafuulu mut-laq with their types in the sentences. Furthermore, 
some of them skipped questions. Hence, these candidates performed 
weakly. For example, in part (a), one of the candidates wrote as 
follows: In item (1), Al-mudhaafu in subjective case instead of (  = لونھ�ا
" مض�اف إلی�ھ "ھ�ا  It is a badali in genitive“( ب�دل مج�رور بالكس�رة وھ�و مض�اف و 
case and at the same time it is a mudhafu and letter ‘Haa’ is a mudhafu 
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ilayhi. In item (2), preposition in genitive case instead of ( = الم�درس
 It is a maatufu in nominative case”. In“ (معط�وف عل�ى التلامی�ذ مرف�وع بالض�مة
item (3), adjective in subjective case instead of ( كلتاھم�ا= توكی�د معن�وي
" مض�اف إلی�ھ "ھم�ا  It is taw-kidu maanawiyu in“ (مرف�وع ب�الألف وھ�و مض�اف و 
nominative case and at the same time it is a mudhafu and letter ‘Haa’ is 
a mudhafu ilayhi”. Moreover, in item (4), objective in subjective case 
instead of (العاقل�ة = نع�ت س�ببي مرف�وع بالض�مة) “The sapiens is an adjective 
sababiyu in nominative case.  

 
In part (b), the candidates provided incorrect answers as they 
manifested weak command of the Arabic Language. For example, one 
of the candidates in this category wrote: ( الطف�ل ھ�و  -2الل�بن ھ�و المفع�ول  -1

الجنود ھو المفع�ول -5الكتاب ھو المفعول  -3 المفعول ). This candidate clarified the 
mafuulu mut-laq and their types as follows “(1) milk and its type is an 
object, (2) the baby and its type is an objective. Moreover, (3) the book 
and its type is an object and (5), soldiers and its type is an object. The 
correct answers were: (1) (ش�ربا= المؤك�د للفع�ل) the word (ش�ربا) ‘Drinking’ 
is a mafuulu mut-laq and its type is a muak-kidu lil-fiili; (2) ( ض�رب
 thief’s beat’ is a mafuulu‘ (ضرب السارق) The word (السارق= المبین نوع الفعل
mut-laq and and its type is a mubay-yinu linawi fiili’, (3) ( قراءتین= المبین
 is a mafuulu mut-laq and and (ق�راءتین) ’the word ‘Two readings“ (للع�دد
its type is a muabay-yinu lil-adadi” and (5) (قت�الا= المؤك�د للفع�ل) “the word 
‘fighting’ (قت�الا) is a mafuulu mut-laq and and its type is a muak-kidu lil-
fiili”. Extract 2.2 is a sample of an incorrect response.  

 

 
Extract 2.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 2 

 
In Extract 2.2, the candidate identified incorrectly the mafuulu mut-laq 
in the given sentences.  
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2.1.3 Question 3: Arabic Grammar 

This question had two parts (a) and (b). The question aimed at testing 
the candidates’ ability to apply the Arabic rules by using the 
instructions provided. The question was set from the topic of Language 
Use. This question carried 15 marks. 
 
In part (a), the candidates were required to change the active verbs into 
passive voices and put signs needed on the letters from the following 
sentences:  
 
 ”.The witness speaks the right“ (یقول الشاھد الحقّ ) (1)

 .”The teacher did not praise except you“ (لم یمدح المعلّم إلا إیاّك) (2)

 .”People respect rich person“ (یحترم الناس ذا مال) (3)

 .”The gentle man forgave the guilty“ (سامح الحلیم المذنب) (4)

 I have informed the youth that the game is“ (خبرّت الغلمان اللعب مفیداً ) (5)
beneficial”. 
 

In part (b), the candidates were required to specify the use of the 
conjunction ‘and’ in the following sentences: 
 
 .”Khalid quarreled with his brother“ (تخاصم خالد وأخوه) (1)

 .”We walked in the dark“ (مشینا والظلام) (2)

 .”Mohamed attended in the sunset“ (حضر محمد وغروب الشمس) (3)

 .”The merchant and his agent disagreed“ (اختلف التاجر ووكیلھ) (4)

 .”Ali has reached in the sunrise“ (حضر علي وطلوع الشمس) (5)

This question was attempted by 100 (100.00%) candidates, out of 
whom 73.00 per cent scored from 9 to 15 marks. Additionally, 13.00 
per cent scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks. Moreover, 14.00 per cent scored 
from 0 to 5 marks. The overall candidates’ performance in this question 
is summarised in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3 

The candidates who performed well in this question changed the active 
verbs into passive voices and put signs needed on the letters as required. 
For example, in part (a), some of the candidates wrote as follows: 
 
(1) ( الحقُّ  لُ اقَ یُ  ) “The truth will be told.” 

(2) ( أنتَ  إلا حْ مدَ لم یُ  ) “He has not been praised except you”. 

(3) ( مال وذُ  رمُ حتَ یُ  ) “The rich person is respected”. 

(4) ( المذنبُ  حَ مِ وسُ  ) “The guilty person was forgiven”. 

(5) ( مفیداً  اللعبَ  الغلمانُ  رَ بّ خُ  ) “The youth have been informed that the game 

is beneficial”. 

 
In part (b), the candidates correctly provided responses in accordance 
with the instructions as follows: 
 
  ”means “conjunction (الواو) Al-wawu“ (الواو ھنا للعطف) (1)
(2) ( و ھنا للمعیّةالوا ) “Al-wawu (الواو) means “companion”. 
 .”means “companion (الواو) Al-wawu“ (الواو ھنا للمعیّة) (3)
 .”means “conjunction (الواو) Al-wawu“ (الواو ھنا للعطف) (4)
 .”means “companion (الواو) Al-wawu“( الواو ھنا للمعیّة)  (5)
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This good performance indicates that the candidates had appropriate 
knowledge of the Arabic grammar and sufficient Arabic vocabulary. 
Extract 3.1 is a sample of a candidate’s correct response.  

 
Extract 3.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 3 

Extract 3.1 shows responses from a candidate who changed the active 
verbs into passive voices and put signs needed on the letters as required 
in part (a). He/she specified the use of the conjunction ‘and’ in part (b).  
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The analysis of candidates’ responses shows that 13 (13.00%) 
candidates had an average performance. These candidates managed to 
change two or three active verbs into passive voices as required. Others 
were unable to complete all changes needed in changing the active 
verbs into passive voices. For example, one of the candidates wrote ( خبر
 .”He has been informed that the sport is beneficial“ (الغلمان اللعب مفیداً 
This candidate changed the active verbs into passive voice but he/she 
did not consider to put signs needed on the letters as instructed. Hence, 
he/she attained average marks. The correct answer was supposed to be 
( مفیداً  الغلمانُ اللعبَ  خُبرَِّ  ) “He has been informed that the sport is 
beneficial”. In part (b), most of those candidates also specified the use 
of the conjunction ‘and’ two or three out of the five items given. 

 
On the contrary, there were 14 (14.00%) candidates with weak 
performance. They failed to change the active verbs into passive voices. 
Some of them left the questions unanswered. Other candidates failed to 
consider the changes which occur when making passive voices. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote: In item ( قالُ الشاھدُ الحقَّ  -1 یحُترََمُ  -3یُ

سُومحَ الحلیمُ المذنبُ  -4الناسُ ذاَمالٍ  ). “(1) The witness will be spoken the 
right, (3) People are respected the rich person and (4) The gentle man 
was forgiven the guilty”. This candidate changed verbs but failed to 
remove the subject of active voice and he/she failed to change object 
into subject of the passive voice. In another example, one of the 
candidates wrote: In item ( قول -1 المذنبُ  محَ سَا -4 .ذوُمالٍ مُ یحَترَِ  -3 .الحقُّ  ُیَ ) “(1) 
The truth is speaking, (3) The rich person respects and (4) He forgave 
the guilty”. The candidate managed to remove subjects of the active 
voice and changed objects into subjects of the passive but could not 
consider to change verbs.  

 
It is to be noted that when changing the active voice into passive 
voices, one needs to do the following: first, check if there is a subject 
and an object in the sentences. If there are subject and objects, you 
should remove the subject and change one of the objects to be a subject 
of the passive voice.  Second, you will change the sign of the verb in 
the first letter by putting dhamma instead of fat-ha and before the last 
letter by putting fat-ha.  
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 Moreover, a few of them wrote their responses which were unrelated 
to the demands of the question. For example, one of the candidates 
changed the active verbs into nominal sentences instead of passive 
voices. For example, one of the candidates wrote: ( یقول الحقّ  الشاھد ) “The 
witness speaks the right.” and ( یحترم ذا مال الناس ) “People respect rich 
person”. The correct responses were supposed as follows: In item (1) 
( الحقُّ  قالُ یُ  ) “The truth will be told” and (3) ( و مالذُ  مُ حترَ یُ  ) “The rich person 
is respected”. Furthermore, in item (4) ( المذنبُ  حَ ومِ سُ  ) “The guilty person 
was forgiven”. 

 

Additionally, the candidates provided incorrect responses in part (b) 
since they lacked adequate knowledge of the Arabic Grammar. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote (1) (الواو ھنا للمعیّة) “Al-wawu 
 means a (الواو) Al-wawu“ (الواو ھنا للعطف) means companion”, (2) (الواو)
conjunction, (3) (الواو ھنا للعطف) “Al-wawu (الواو) means a conjunction”, 
) means companion” and (5) (الواو) Al-wawu“( الواو ھنا للمعیّة) (4) ھنا الواو 
 means a conjunction”. The correct responses (الواو) Al-wawu“ (للعطف
were (1) (الواو ھنا للعطف) “Al-wawu (الواو) means a conjunction, (2) ( الواو
-Al“ (الواو ھنا للمعیّة) means companion”, (3) (الواو) Al-wawu“ (ھنا للمعیّة
wawu (الواو) means companion”, (4) (الواو ھنا للعطف) “Al-wawu (الواو) 
means a conjunction” and (5) (الواو ھنا للمعیّة )“Al-wawu (الواو) means 
companion”. Extract 3.2 is a sample of such an incorrect response. 
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 Extract 3.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 3 

In Extract 3.2, the candidate added the letter ‘attau’ to the active verbs 
instead of changing the verbs into passive voices. 

2.1.4 Question 4: The Rules of Morphology 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 
instructed to respond to the given terms. In part (b), the candidates were 
required to form the passive participle from the given verbs and use 
them to compose meaningful sentences. The question tested the 
candidates’ ability to comprehend the Arabic morphology. The 
question was set from the topic of Morphology. The following are the 
five (5) items in part (a). 
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(1)  ( النحو؟عن  بماذا یمتاز الصرف ) “What is the difference between 
morphology and syntax?” 

 
-Why is Abu A“ (لماذا یعتبر أبو الأسود الدؤلي أوّل من كتب في علم الصرف؟) (2)

Aswad Al-Du’ali considered as the first author who wrote on 
morphology? 

 
(3) ( ذا حذفت منھا بعض أحرفھا؟إكیف توزن الكلمة  ) “How is a word measured if 

you omit some of its letters?  
 

 What is the difference between“ (ما الفرق بین اسم المفعول واسم الفاعل؟) (4)
the passive participle and the active participle?” 

 
 With sufficient“ (وضّح بالأمثلة الكافیة كیف یصاغ اسم الفاعل من الفعل المعتل) (5)

examples, explain how the active participle will be formulated 
from the defective verb?” 

In part (b), the candidates were required to form the passive participle 
from the given verbs and use them to compose meaningful. The 
question was as follows: 

( احترُِمَ  –أطُِیعَ  –بِیعَ  –أكُِل  اسم المفعول من كل فعل مما یلي، ثم ضعھ في جملة مفیدة: صغ
سْ�تطُِیعَ  - ا ) “Formulate the passive participle from the following verbs: 

(To be eaten, to be sold, to be obeyed, to be respected, to be enabled) 

A total of 89 (89.00%) candidates attempted this question and their 
scores were as follows: 24 (26.97%) candidates scored from 0 to 5 
marks, 40 (39.32%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 30 
(33.71%) candidates scored from 9 to 15 marks. The scores indicate 
that the candidates’ performance was good since 64 (73.03%) 
candidates scored from 5.5 to 15 marks. Figure 2 summarises the 
candidates’ performance in Question 4. 
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Figure 4: Candidates’ Performance on Question 4 

The analysis shows that candidates who performed well in this question 
provided correct responses in part (a). Furthermore, they formed the 
passive participle from the given verbs and used them in composing 
meaningful sentences.  

For example, in part (a), one of the candidates provided his/her correct 
responses as follows: 

الصرف یتعلق ببناء كلمة واحدة أما النح�و فیتعلّ�ق بالتركی�ب وض�بط أواخ�ر كلمات�ھ بع�د ) (1)
 Morphology is the study of words, how they are“ (انتظامھ�ا ف�ي الجمل�ة
formed, while grammar is the whole system and structure of a 
language.” 

(2) ( الص��رف لأن��ھ أول م��ن كت��ب العل��وم العربی��ةیعتب��ر اب��و الأس��ود ال��دؤلي أول واض��ع عل��م  ) 
“Abu Aswad al-Du’al is considered as the first author of the 
morphology, because he was the first person to write on Arabic 
Education.” 

 If some of its“ (إذا ح�ذف م�ن الكلم�ة بع�ض أحرفھ�ا ح�ذف ش�بیھ ذل�ك ف�ي المی�زان)  (3)
letters are omitted from the word, the same will be deleted in the 
scale”. 
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اسم المفعول ھو اسم یصاغ من الفعل المبني للمجھول للدلالة على من وقع علیھ الفع�ل ) (4)
 It is a noun“ (أما اسم الفاعل ھو اسم یصاغ للدلالة على من وقع منھ الفعل أو قام ب�ھ
that is formulated from a verb based on the passive voice, while the 
subject noun is formulated from a verb based on the active voice”. 

(5) ( ة، یصاغ اسم الفاعل من الفعل المعتل، إذا كان عین الفعل ألفا قلبت في اسم الفاعل ھمز
ن ھ�زة، مث�ل: ك�ان ع�ین الفع�ل واوا أو ی�اء بقیت�ا ولا تق�بلا عائد. وإن-قائل وعاد -مثل قال

آی�س -ع�اور وأی�س -ع�ور ) “The subject noun will be formulated from a 
defective verb if the second letter of that defective verb has a letter 
“Aliphu”. Then, “Aliphu” should be changed into a “hamza”. For 
example, Kala – Kailu and Ada-Aidu. If the second letter of the 
defective verb has letters Wawu or Yau. Then, they should not be 
changed into hamza. For example, Awara-Aawiru and Waaysa-
Aayisu. 

In part (b), the candidates formed the passive participle from the given 
verbs and use them in composing meaningful sentences. 

( مط�اع: ھ�و  -أطی�عَ  –مبی�ع: س�رق الرج�ل مبی�ع الت�اجر  -بی�عَ  –مأكول: السمك مأكول  - أكُِل
س��تطٍُیعَ  –محت��رم: أن��ت رج��ل محْتَ��رَم  -احتِ��رِمَ –مط��اع ف��ي قریت��ھ  إن ھ��ذا الأم��ر  -مس��تطاع -اٍ

 to be eaten= the fish is eaten; to be sold= the man stole the“ (مس�تطاع
merchant’s sale; to be obeyed= He is obeyed in his village; to be 
respected=you are respectable man; to be enabled=This thing is 
possible”. 

The good performance indicates that the candidates had sufficient 
knowledge of the Arabic morphology tested. Extract 4.1 is a sample of 
a candidates’ correct responses. 
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                 Extract 4.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 4 

Extract 4.1 is a sample of part of responses from a candidate who 
formed the passive participle from the given verbs and use them in 
meaningful sentences as required. 
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Further analysis reveals that 40 (39.33%) candidates had average 
performance in this question. They provided two or three correct 
answers in both parts (a) and (b). In part (a), Most of them provided 
correct responses to the items (1) and (4) which asked the difference 
between morphology and syntax as well as the difference between the 
participle and the subject noun. Furthermore, in part (b), they formed 
the participle for the two given verbs ( احتُ�رِمَ  -أكُِ�ل  ) “To be eaten and to 
be respected” and use them in meaningful sentences. Others formed 
only the participle for the given verbs and they failed to use them in 
meaningful sentences.  

On the contrary, 24 (26.97%) candidates with weak performance 
provided incorrect responses to the items given. For example, one of 
the candidates wrote ( یص�اغ اس�م الفاع�ل  -5الأسماء المعرب�ة والأفع�ال المتص�رفة  -2

" مث�ل: ب�اع  "ی�ا بی�ع -ب�ایع –من الفعل المعت�ل یك�ون حرف�ھ  ) “2- Noun mu-uraba and 
verb mutasarifatu and 5- The active participle is formed from the 
defective verb with letter al-yau for example, he sold – the seller- To 
sell” instead of ( یصاغ اسم الفاعل من الفعل المعت�ل، إذا ك�ان ع�ین الفع�ل ألف�ا قلب�ت ف�ي

و ی��اء بقیت��ا ولا عائ��د. وإن ك��ان ع��ین الفع��ل واوا أ-قائ��ل وع��اد -اس��م الفاع��ل ھم��زة، مث��ل ق��ال
آی���س -ع���اور وأی���س -تق���بلان ھ���زة، مث���ل: ع���ور ) “The subject noun will be 

formulated from a defective verb if the second letter of that defective 
verb has a letter “Aliphu”. Consequently, “Aliphu” should be changed 
into “hamza”. For example, Kala – Kailu and Ada-Aidu. If the second 
letter of the defective verb has letters Wawu or Yau. Therefore, they 
should be remained as they are without being changed into a hamza. 
For example, Awara-Aawiru and Waaysa-Aayisu. 

Additionally, there were candidates who provided unclear explanations 
while other candidates wrote responses which were unrelated to the 
demands of the question. For example, one of the candidates wrote 
goals of studying morphology instead of the difference between 
morphology and grammar in item (1) as follows: ( :یمت�از الص�رف ع�ن النح�و
ھو صون اللسان عن الخط�إ ف�ي ص�وغ المف�ردات ومراع�ات ق�انون اللغ�ة العربی�ة ف�ي الكتاب�ة 
 Syntax differs from grammar by preserving the language from“ (والق�راءة
mistakes in creating vocabulary and paying attention to the rules of the 
Arabic Language in writing and reading”. The correct answer was  
الص��رف یتعل��ق ببن��اء كلم��ة واح��دة أم��ا النح��و فیتعلّ��ق بالتركی��ب وض��بط أواخ��ر كلمات��ھ بع��د )
 Morphology is the study of words, how they are“ (انتظامھ�ا ف�ي الجمل�ة
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formed, while grammar is the whole system and structure of a 
language.” Likewise, there were candidates who left the question 
unanswered as the lacked knowledge of the Arabic morphology. 

Conversely, in part (b), there were candidates who failed to form the 
passive participle from the given verbs. Moreover, they could not use 
them in meaningful sentences due to limited knowledge of the 
morphology. For example, one of the candidates wrote: ( مأكل: أكل  -أكل

مستطیع: ما یستطیع من العلم -الأولاد أطیعمطیع: كل الولد مطیع  -الطعام مأكل، أطیع ) 
“to be eaten= eating food is eating, to be obeyed= each boy are 
obedient boys, to be enabled=this is possible in education”. This 
candidate formed the active participle instead of passive participle due 
to insufficient knowledge”. Another candidate provided the following 
answers: (  ،: إن أبك مبیوع الكرسي كمیلمبیوع-بِیْعَ  مبیوع: كان بنت مأكول تفحتة، -بِیعَ 

ع مطوع كبیریوجب صغیر أن تط: مطوع-أطیع ) which were incorrect because 
he/she used a wrong scale in creating the passive participle for the 
verbs ( أطُِیعَ  –بِیعَ  –أكُِل  ) “to be eaten, to be sold, to be obeyed” . This 
candidate failed to consider that one needs to understand type of verbs 
and their letters before choosing appropriate scales in forming passive 
participles. The correct answer was ( مبیع:  -بیعَ  –مأكول: السمك مأكول  - أكُِل

محترم: أنت رجل  -احترِِمَ –مطاع: ھو مطاع في قریتھ  -أطیعَ  –سرق الرجل مبیع التاجر 
إن ھذا الأمر مستطاع -مستطاع -استطٍُیعَ  –محْترََم  ) “to be eaten= the fish is eaten, 

to be sold= the man stole the merchant’s sale, to be obeyed= He is 
obeyed in his village, to be respected=you are respectable man, to be 
enabled=This thing is possible”.  
 
This shows that those candidates had insufficient knowledge of the 
passive participle in Arabic morphology and a weak mastery of Arabic 
Language. Extract 4.2 is a sample of an incorrect response. 
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       Extract 4.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 4 

In Extract 4.2, the candidate formed active participle instead of the 
passive participle contrary to the requirement of the question. 

2.1.5 Question 5: The Rules of Morphology 

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 
required to clarify the reason that led to formulate the infinitives in the 
given weights: In part (b), they were instructed to differentiate normal 
verbs and defective verbs from the verbs given. The question tested the 
candidates’ ability to understand the Arabic morphology. The question 
was set from the topic of Morphology. The question was as follows: 

(a) (ب��ین الس��بب ال��ذي أدّى إل��ى ص��یاغة ھ��ذه المص��ادر عل��ى ھ��ذه الأوزان) “Clarify the 
reason that led to formulate these infinitives in the following 
weights”:  

(  -دحرج�ة  –نة اس�تعا –تق�دیر  –س�مرة  –تعام�ل  –تزكی�ة  -انشقاق –جولان  –مسابقة 
 to contest, to visit, to split, to recommend, to deal, to be“ (إحس�ان
brown, to rate, to help, to roll, to be kind”. 

(b) (میّ�ز الفع�ل الص�حیح م�ن المعت�ل م�ن ھ�ذه الأفع�ال) “Differentiate normal verbs 
and defective verbs from the following verbs:” 
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( سّ��ر  –وفّ��ى  –ش��ارك  –انس��حب  –قض��ى  م��رأ -أن��ام  –حص��حص  –رض��ي  –وث��ب  –ف ) 
“He spent, he withdrew, he participated, he played, he interpreted, 
he bounced, he was satisfied, he shared, he put him to bed, he 
ordered him”. 

The question was attempted by 65 (65.00%) candidates out of whom 
where 24 (36.92%) scored from 0 to 5 marks; 27 (41.54%) scored from 
5.5 to 8.5 marks and 14 (21.54%) scored from 9 to 14 marks. The 
overall candidates’ performance in the question was average since 
63.08 per cent scored from 5.5 to 14. Figure 5 illustrates the 
distribution of candidates’ scores on the question. 
 

 
Figure 5: Candidates’ Performance on Question 5 

 
 The data show that 21.54 per cent of the candidates performed well in 
the question. Most of them correctly attempted the question by giving 
the reasons that led to formulate the infinitives in the given weights. 
They also differentiated normal verbs and defective verbs from the 
verbs given. For example, in this category, part (a), the candidates 
wrote:  
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 (المص�������������������������در) Reason  (السبب)
Infinitive 

 (رق��م)
S/N 

 Because it is a (لأن فعل�ھ رب�اعي عل�ى وزن فاع�ل)
quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faala’. 

 to (مس������ابقة)
contest 

1 

 Because it is a (لأن فعل�ھ ثلاث�ي ی�دل عل�ى الحرك�ة)
triple verb that indicates the movement 

 to visit 2 (جولان)

(   Because ( مب�دوءة بھم�زة وص�للأن فعلھ خماس�ي ی�دلّ 
it is a verb which has five letters, beginning 
with a hamzatu al-wasli 

 to split 3 (انشقاق)

 Because it is a (لأن فعل��ھ رب��اعي عل��ى وزن فعّ��ل)
quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faala’. 

   (تزكیة)
to recommend 

4 

( بتاء زائدة لأن فعلھ خماسي مبدوءة ) Because  it is a 
verb which has five letters, beginning with a 
‘tau zaaidatu’. 

 to deal 5 (تعامل)

 Because it is a (لأن فعل��ھ ثلاث��ي ی��دلّ عل��ى الل��ون)
triple verb that indicates the colour. 

 to be (س���مرة)
brown 

6 

 Because it is a (لأن فعل��ھ رب��اعي عل��ى وزن فعّ��ل)
quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faala’. 

 to rate 7 (تقدیر)

 Because  it is (لأن فعلھ سداسي مبدوء بھم�زة وص�ل)
verb which has six letters, beginning with a 
hamzatu al-wasli. 

 to help 8 (استعانة)

 Because it is a (لأن فعل��ھ رب��اعي عل��ى وزن فعل��ل)
quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faalala’. 

 to roll 9 (دحرجة)

 Because it is a (لأن فعل��ھ رب��اعي عل��ى وزن أفع��ل)
quadruple verb in the weight of ‘af-ala’. 

 to be (إحس��ان)
kind 

10 

 
In part (b), the candidates who scored high marks provided correct 
responses as follows: 

 Normal verbs (الأفعال الصحیحة) Defective verbs (الأفعال المعتلة)

 He withdrew (انسحب) He spent (قضى)

 He participated (شارك) He implemented the promise (وفىّ)

 He interpreted (فسرّ) He bounced (وثب)
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  He ordered (أمر) He was satisfied (رضي)

  ,He shared (حصحص) He put him to bed (أنام)
 

This implies that the candidates had adequate knowledge of the 
Morphology in Arabic Language. Extract 5.1 shows a sample of the 
correct responses to question 5.  

 

 
Extract 5.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 5 

In Extract 5.1, the candidate gave reasons for each infinitive according 
to its weight to the all items as required. 

 
Further analysis indicates that 27 (41.54%) candidates had an average 
performance. These candidates managed to differentiate between 
normal verbs and defective verbs from the verbs given. However, they 
failed to give the reasons that led to formulate the infinitives in the 
given weights. This indicates that the candidates had partial knowledge 
on the morphology. 
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In contrast, there were 24 (36.92%) candidates who performed weakly 
in this question. These candidates failed to give the reasons that led to 
formulate the infinitives in the given weights. Instead, they made the 
scales of the given infinitives due to insufficient knowledge of the 
Arabic Language morphology. For example, one of the candidates 
wrote as follows: 

 (رق�����م) Infinitive (المصدر) Reason  (السبب)
S/N 

 to contest 1 (مسابقة) مفاعلة
 to visit 2 (جولان) فوعلان
 to split 3 (انشقاق) انفعال
   (تزكیة) تزكیة

to recommend 
4 

 to deal 5 (تعامل) تفاعل
 to be brown 6 (سمرة) فعلة
 to rate 7 (تقدیر) تفعیل
 to help 8 (استعانة) افتعالة
 to roll 9 (دحرجة) فعللة
 to be kind 10 (إحسان) إفعال

 
The correct answers were as follows: 

 (المص�������������������������در) Reason  (السبب)
Infinitive 

 (رق��م)
S/N 

 Because its verb (لأن فعل�ھ رب�اعي عل�ى وزن فاع�ل)
is quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faala’. 

 to (مس������ابقة)
contest 

1 

 Because its verb (لأن فعل�ھ ثلاث�ي ی�دل عل�ى الحرك�ة)
is a triple verb that indicates the movement 

 to visit 2 (جولان)

  Because (لأن فعلھ خماس�ي ی�دلّ مب�دوءة بھم�زة وص�ل)
its verb has five letters, beginning with a 
hamzatu al-wasli 

 to split 3 (انشقاق)

( ن فعلھ رباعي على وزن فعّ�للأ ) Because its verb is 
quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faala’. 

   (تزكیة)
to recommend 

4 

 Because  its (لأن فعل�ھ خماس�ي مب�دوءة بت�اء زائ�دة)
verb has five letters, beginning with a ‘tau 
zaaidatu’. 

 to deal 5 (تعامل)
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( لّ عل�ى الل�ونلأن فعلھ ثلاثي ید ) Because its verb is 
a triple verb that indicates the colour. 

 to be (س���مرة)
brown 

6 

 Because its verb is (لأن فعلھ رباعي على وزن فعّ�ل)
quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faala’. 

 to rate 7 (تقدیر)

 Because  its (لأن فعل�ھ سداس�ي مب�دوء بھم�زة وص�ل)
verb has six letters, beginning with a 
hamzatu al-wasli. 

 to help 8 (استعانة)

 Because its verb (لأن فعل�ھ رب�اعي عل�ى وزن فعل�ل)
is quadruple verb in the weight of ‘faalala’. 

 to roll 9 (دحرجة)

 Because its verb (لأن فعل�ھ رب�اعي عل�ى وزن أفع�ل)
is quadruple verb in the weight of ‘af-ala’. 

 to be (إحس��ان)
kind 

10 

 
Extract 5.2 is a sample of an incorrect response. 

Extract 5.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 5 

In Extract 5.2, the candidate provided scales of the given verbs instead 
of differentiating normal and defective verbs among the given verbs. 
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2.2 Section B: Essay Questions 

This section had three questions: 6, 7 and 8. Questions 6 was about letter 
writing while question 7 and 8 dealt with essay writing. Each question carried 
twenty (20) marks. 

2.2.1 Question 6: Letter Writing 

In this question, the candidates were required to write an informal letter 
to his father, asking him to collect a certificate on his behalf from the 
head master of Ubungo Secondary School. The question aimed at 
assessing the candidates’ ability to express themselves the Arabic 
Language. The question was set from the topic of Composition. 
 
This question was attempted by 100 candidates (100.00%). Among 
them, 29 (29.00%) scored from 12 to 17 marks; 54 (54.00%) scored 
from 7 to 11 and 17 (17.00%) scored from 4 to 6 marks. The general 
performance in this question was good because 83.00 per cent of the 
candidates scored from 7 to 17 marks. The candidates’ performance in 
this question is summarised in Figure 6. 

 

 
Figure 6: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6 
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The analysis shows that 29 (29.00%) candidates performed well in this 
question. These candidates wrote good letters with the required content 
of asking the father to collect a certificate on one’s behalf from the head 
master of Ubungo Secondary School. These candidates also adhered to 
the principles of writing informal letters including appropriate position 
of senders’ address, salutation, main body and a conclusion. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: 
 

 إلى أبي العزیز،) 
السلام علیكم ورحمة الله وبركاتھ.    

یسعدني أن اكتب إلیك ھذه الرسالة متمنیا أن تصل إلیكم وأنتم في صحة جیدة. اما أنا بخیر 
لثانویة العامة من مدرسة أبوغو من أشكر الله. سعادة أبي أسألك أن توكلني لتأخذ شھادتي ا

"مدیر المدرسة. رجائي أنك ستوفق في إكما ل ھذه المھمة......................................... )  
 
“To my dear father, 
Peace, mercy and blessings of God be upon you 
 
I am pleased to write this letter to you, hoping that it reaches you in a 
good health. As for me, I am fine, thank God very much. Dear father I 
ask you to collect for me my secondary school certificate from the 
headmaster of Ubongo Secondary School. I hope you will succeed in 
completing this task………”.  
 
This suggests that the candidates had sufficient vocabulary and good 
command in the Arabic Language. Extract 6.1 is a sample of a candidate 
who correctly responded the question. 
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Extract 6.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 6 

In Extract 6.1, the candidate wrote an informal letter by adhering to the 
required principles.  
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On the contrary, the candidates who had an average performance 
managed to adhere to the principles of writing informal letters. 
Moreover, they correctly structured their letters by appropriately 
positioning the address, salutation, main body and a conclusion. 
However, their explanations were insufficient and incoherent. 
Additionally, their responses had some grammatical errors and spelling 
mistakes. Hence, they attained the average marks. 

 
Conversely, there were 17 (17.00%) candidates who performed weakly 
in this question. These candidates provided insufficient and unclear 
explanations. Furthermore, some of them repeated some words in their 
answers. Additionally, their responses had spelling mistakes. A few of 
them copied some texts from question paper and used them as answers. 
This indicates that the candidates had inadequate vocabulary and a weak 
mastery of the Arabic Language. Extract 6.2 is a sample of an incorrect 
response. 
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Extract 6.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 6 

In Extract 6.2 shows a part of responses from a candidate provided 
unclear explanations in the main body of the letter.  



37 

 

2.2.2 Question 7: Essay Writing 

In this question, the candidates were required to write an essay of not 
less than 200 words about benefits of social media. The question aimed 
at testing the candidates’ ability to express themselves in the Arabic 
Language. The question was set from the topic of Composition. 

The question was attempted by 32 (32.00%) candidates, out of whom 7 
(21.87%) scored from 12 to 16.5 marks, 11 (34.38%) scored from 7 to 
11 marks and 14 (43.75%) scored from 0.5 to 6.5 marks. The general 
performance in this question was average since 18 (56.25%) candidates 
scored from 7 to 16.5. The candidates’ performance in this question is 
summarised in Figure 7.  

 
Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7 

The candidates had a good performance in this question. These 
candidates explained about benefits of social media in not less than 200 
words. They also structured their essays logically into such components 
as introduction, main body and conclusion in a good logical flow. As a 
result, they scored high marks. For example, one of the candidates 
provided responses as follows:  

م��ن الوس��ائل الت��ي لھ��ا من��افع كبی��رة ف��ي التواص��ل الاجتم��اعي تلف��از حی��ث أن��ھ ینش��ر الأخب��ار )
لحوادث والریاضیات بأنواعھ�ا المختلف�ة مث�ل: ك�رة الق�دم. كم�ا نش�اھد أیض�ا بع�ض الأوق�ات وا
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الطلاب جالس�ین أم�ام التلف�از یدرس�ون العل�وم المختلف�ة م�ن الحس�اب والجغرافی�ا وغیرھ�ا م�ن 
الدراسات. ومن الوسائل التي لھ�ا من�افع كثی�رة ج�والات الت�ي ت�تم الاتص�الات بھ�ا وھ�ي أس�ھل 

ف��ي الاتص��الات. كم��ا ف��ي الج��والات تج��د بع��ض الكت��ب المھم��ة المتنوع��ة ل��و طریق��ة وأس��رعھا 
  (بحثتھا وجدتھا وتقرأ فیھا مثل المعاجم اللغویة.

One of the most beneficial social media is television, as it publishes 
news, events such as football. We also watch some times students 
sitting in front of the TV studying various sciences such as Arithmetic, 
Geography and other studies. Other social media with many benefits are 
telephones that are used to communicate in the easiest and fastest ways. 
With mobile phones, one will find some important and diverse books if 
you search them and read them, such as linguistic dictionaries. This 
suggests that the candidate had good command of the Arabic Language. 
Extract 7.1 is a sample of a candidate who correctly responded question 
7. 
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Extract 7.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 7 

 
In Extract 7.1, the candidate explained about benefits of social media as 
required. 
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Further analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that there were 
some candidates who had an average performance in this question. 
Those candidates provided insufficient explanation about benefits of 
social media. Moreover, their responses had some grammatical errors 
and spelling mistakes. Hence, they attained the average marks 

 
On the contrary, the candidates with weak performance in this question 
provided insufficient and unclear explanations due to their limited 
ability in the Arabic Language. Furthermore, some of the candidates 
provided their points which were unrelated to the demands of the 
question due to poor mastery of Arabic Language. For example, one of 
the candidates explained that ( من فوائد وسائل التواصل الاجتماعي إكثار المحبة بین
 Among the benefits of the social media is to make“ (الناس في المجتمع
people love each other in the society” instead of ( من الوسائل التي لھا منافع

دث والریاضیات بأنواعھا كبیرة في التواصل الاجتماعي تلفاز حیث أنھ ینشر الأخبار والحوا
المختلفة مثل: كرة القدم. كما نشاھد أیضا بعض الأوقات الطلاب جالسین أمام التلفاز 
 explaining“ (یدرسون العلوم المختلفة من الحساب والجغرافیا وغیرھا من الدراسات
about great benefits in social media is television, as it publishes news, 
events such as football. We also see some times students sitting in front 
of the TV studying various sciences such as Arithmetic, Geography and 
other studies”. Additionally, their explanations had a lot of grammatical 
and spelling mistakes. Extract 7.2 is a sample of an incorrect response. 
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Extract 7. 2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 7 

In Extract 7.2, the candidate provided unclear explanations on benefits 
of social media due to poor mastery of Arabic Language.   
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2.2.3 Question 8: Essay  Writing 

In this question, the candidates were required to write an essay on the 
role of the teacher in the process of raising children in not less than 200 
words. The question aimed at testing the candidates’ ability to express 
themselves in Arabic Language. The question was set from the topic of 
Composition. 

The question was attempted by 68 (68.00%) candidates who sat for the 
Examination. The performance shows that, 13 (19.12%) candidates 
scored from 12 to 17 marks, 30 (44.12%) candidates scored from 7 to 
11.5 marks and 25 (36.76%) candidates scored from 3.5 to 6 marks. The 
general performance was average because 43 (63.24%) candidates 
scored above average marks as illustrated in Figure 8. 

 
Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8 

 
The candidates who scored high marks in this question wrote on the role 
of the teacher in the process of raising children. They also wrote their 
essays in not less than 200 words. Furthermore, they structured their 
essays into introduction, main body and conclusion in a good logical 
flow. Hence, they scored high marks. For example, one of the 
candidates explained the role of the teacher in the process of raising 
children as follows: 
 

ن المعل��م یب��ذل جھ��ده لبن��اء شخص��یة طلاب��ھ. لا یت��واني ولا یتجاھ��ل ولا ین��ام ع��ن ھ��ذا العم��ل إ
علم الأولاد ویبذل قصارى جھده للحصول على درجة عالی�ة وھ�و یتف�وق یحب المالطیب المفید. 
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. .إن المعلم یجد ویجتھد في استخدام الطرق في التدریس ف�ي تعل�یم لیكس�ب في عملیة التدریس
                                                                                           مفیداً  الطلاب محصولاً 

 
The teacher does his best to build the character of his students. He does 
not hesitate, ignore for this task. He does not sleep for this useful good 
deed. He loves children and tries hard for the child to reach the highest 
level and excel in the teaching process. The teacher finds and strives to 
gather useful information that promotes students and elevates him in 
using appropriate methods in his teaching so that students get good 
results. Extract 8.1 is a sample of one of the candidates in this category. 
 

 
                    Extract 8.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 8 
 

Extract 8.1 shows a part of responses from a candidate who managed to 
explain about the role of the teacher in the process of raising children as 
required. 
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Further analysis shows that there were 30 (44.12%) candidates who 
performed averagely. These candidates managed to mention two or 
three points and their explanations were insufficient due to limited 
ability to express themselves in Arabic Language. On top of that, their 
responses had a lot of grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. Hence, 
they performed averagely and were moderately awarded. 
 
On the contrary, there were 25 (36.76%) candidates who performed 
weakly in this question. Most of those candidates were unable to 
express themselves by using Arabic Language. Therefore, they provided 
unclear explanations or explanations which were unrelated to the 
demands of the question. For example, one of the candidates explained 
about the responsibility of the teacher like cleanliness and hospitality 
instead of role of the teacher in the process of raising children. Another 
candidate wrote ( الأولاد تعلم بعض شيء مع المعلم لأنھ إذا كان الأولاد ذھب في
مالمدرسة جید تبعة تدرس على المعل ). This sentence was unclear because of 

grammatical errors. That sentence was supposed to be (  بعض الأولاد تعلمی
شیاء من المعلم عندما یذھبون إلى المدرسة ویتابعون الدروس جیداً الأ ) “The children 

learn different things from the teacher when they have gone to school 
and followed the lessons well”. This implies that the candidates lacked 
sufficient vocabulary and good command of Arabic Language. Extract 
8.2 is a sample of an incorrect response. 
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Extract 8.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 8 

 
In Extract 8.2, the candidate explained the role of the library instead of 
the role of the teacher in the process of raising children.  
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES IN EACH QUESTION 

IN ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 2 
 

3.1 Section A: Short Answer Questions 

This section had five (5) questions and the candidates were required to 
answer four (4) questions. Each question carried fifteen (15) marks. The 
whole section weighed 60 marks. 

3.1.1 Question 1: The Eloquence and Rhetoric 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question aimed at 
assessing the candidates’ ability to understand the concepts of (البلاغة) 
“Al-balagha” and (الفصاحة) “Al-fasaha” in rhetoric. The question was set 
from the topic of Rhetoric. 
 
In part (a), the candidates were required to answer the following five 
items:  
 
(1)  ( المعنى الواحد أي علم من علوم البلاغة یعتمد على تعدد وتنوّع الأسالیب في إیصال 

 What is the education among“ (باستخدام التشبیھ، والاستعارة والكنایة؟
rhetoric education which is based on different types of styles of 
conveying messages such as Tashbihi, Istiaara and Al-kinaya?” 

 
-What is the difference between al“ (ما ھو الفرق بین البلاغة والفصاحة؟)  (2)

balagha and al-fasaha?” 
 

 Why can’t the word be“ (لماذا یقال: كلام بلیغ ومتكلم بلیغ ولا یقال كلمة بلیغة؟)  (3)
said to be balighi”.  

 
 ”?What is the eloquence of a sentence“ (بما تتحقق فصاحة الكلام؟)  (4)
 
(5)  ( ؟متى تكون الكلمة غیر فصیحة" ) “When the Arabic word will not be 

eloquent?” 
 
In part (b), candidates were required to identify the mistakes that made 
the following sentences to be eloquent:  
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 The king has spread his tongue in the“ (نشر الملك ألسنتھ في المدینة) (1)
city”. 

 
(2) ( رولیس قرب قبر حرب قب قبر حرب بمكان قفر* ) “Harub’s grave is located in 

a place where there is no other grave near the grave”. 
 

 O’ wild‘ (حمامة جرعا حومة الجندل اسجعي * فأنت بمرأى من سعاد ومسمع) (3)
dove of Jandali stone, sing again, sing loudly here you are in front 
of the beautiful woman Sauda likes to hear”. 

 
 How will the father of all (أنى یكون أبا البریّة آدم * وأبوك والثقلان أنت محمد) (4)

creatures be Adam and Eva? when you (Muhammed) and your 
father are the created people. 

 
 As if in every (كأنھ في اجتماع الروح فیھ لھ * في كل جارحة من جسمھ روح) (5)

wound he suffered there was a soul from the pain he suffered and 
there is a soul in every part of his body”. 

The question was attempted by 97 (97.00%) candidates, out of whom, 
55 (56.70%) scored from 9 to 15 marks, 25 (25.77%) scored from 5.5 
to 8.5 marks and 17 (17.53%) scored from 0 to 5 marks. The general 
performance in this question was good since 80 (82.47%) candidates 
scored from 5.5 to 17 marks. The general performance of candidates is 
summarised in Figure 9.  
 

 
Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1 
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The candidates who performed well in this question were able to answer 
the five items given. They also identified the mistakes that made the 
given sentences not to be eloquent as required. 
 
For example, in part (a), one of the candidates who performed well 
provided his/her answers as follows: 
 
ھو علم البیان الذي یعتمد على تعدد وتنوع الأسالیب في إیصال المعنى الواحد )  (1)

 Educational Bayani is the education (باستخدام التشبیھ، والاستعارة والكنایة
in rhetoric education based on different types of styles of conveying 
messages such as Tashbihi, Istiaara and Al-kinaya. 

 
 Rhetoric is the balance“ (البلاغة ھي مطابقة الكلام لمقتضى الحال مع فصاحتھ)  (2)

of speech and its eloquence while ( أما الفصاحة ھي الألفاظ البینة الظاھرة
 (المتبادرة إلى الفھم المأنوسة الاستعمال بین الكتاب والشعراء لمكان حسنھا
“Eloquence is clear and obvious words that lead to understand in use 
among writers and poets that result from the presence of a good 
position in the sentence”. 

 
یقال كلام بلیغ، ومتكلّم بلیغ، ولا یقال: كلمة بلیغة لأن البلاغة تقع وصفا للكلام )  (3)

 The words are said to be eloquent or the speaker is an“ (وللمتكلم فقط
eloquent and it is not said that the word is eloquent because rhetoric 
is a description of speech and the speaker only. 

 
 The eloquence of“ (تتحقق فصاحة الكلام بخلوه من أربعة أو ستة عیوب)  (4)

speech is approached by not having four or six defects”. 
 

(5)  (  -تكون الكلمة غیر فصیحة إذا لصق بالكلمة عیب من العیوب الأتیة: تنافر الحروف
الكراھة في السمع -مخالفة القیاس –الغرابة  ) The word is not fluent if one of 

the following defects is accompanied by the word: Tanafufuru al-
hurufu – Al-gharaba – Mukhalafatu-al-qiyasi- Al-karahatu fisam-i. 

 
In item (b), one of the candidates who performed well in this question 
identified the mistakes that made the given sentences not to be eloquent 
as follows: 
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 .The king has spread his tongue in the city“ (نشر الملك ألسنتھ في المدینة)  (1)
 Semantic“ (التعقید المعنوي بسبب استعمال ھذه كلمة لسان في الجاسوس)
ambiguity due to the use of this word “tongue” as a spy”. 

 
 Harub’s grave is located in“ (قبر حرب بمكان قفر* ولیس قرب قبر حرب قبر)  (2)

a place where there is no other grave near the grave”. 
 Because of the convergence of“ (تنافر الكلمات بسبب تقارب مخارج حروفھا)
the suffixes of its letters”. 
 

 O’ wild“ (حمامة جرعا حومة الجندل اسجعي * فأنت بمرأى من سعاد ومسمع)  (3)
dove of Jandali stone, sing again, sing loudly here you are in front 
of the beautiful woman Sauda likes to hear”. 

 (تتابع الإضافات بسبب كون اسم مضافا إضافة متداخلة من سعاد ومسمع)
“Consecutive additions because of the name are often added”. 
 

 How will the father of“ (أنى یكون أبا البریّة آدم * وأبوك والثقلان أنت محمد)  (4)
all creatures be Adam and Eva? when you (Muhammed) and your 
father are the created people”. 

 The complexity of the word“ (التعقید اللفظي حیث فصل بین المبتدإ والخبر)
due to the separation between Al-mutadau and Khabari”. 
 

(5)  ( ل جارحة من جسمھ روحكأنھ في اجتماع الروح فیھ لھ * في ك ) “As if in every 
wound he suffered there was a soul from the pain he suffered and 
there is a soul in every part of his body”. 

 Too many repetitions of a“ (كثرة التكرار بسبب تعدد مرة بعد أخرى بغیر فائدة)
word or words in meaningless”. 
 

This good performance shows that the candidates had sufficient 
knowledge of metaphor. Extract 9.1 is a sample of good responses from 
one of the candidates.  
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Extract 9.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 1 

 
In Extract 9.1, the candidate identified correctly the mistakes that made 
the given sentences not to be eloquent.  
 
Furthermore, the candidates with average performance were able to 
explain correctly the difference between Al-balagha and Al-fasaha, and 
clarify two or three elements that lead to a sentence being eloquent and 
the time when the word will not be eloquent. Moreover, some of the 
candidates were able to provide the correct responses to the two or 
three out of five items in identifying metaphors in the given sentences.  
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However, there were 17 (17.53%) candidates who did not perform well 
in this question. These candidates provided incorrect responses to the 
five items given. This shows that the candidates had inadequate 
knowledge of Al-balagha and Al-fasaha. 
 
For example, in item (1), one of the candidates wrote that (البلاغة) 
rhetoric and another one wrote as (علم المعاني) education al-maani is the 
education that based on different types of styles of conveying messages 
such as Tashbihi, Istiaara and Al-kinaya instead of (علم البیان) education 
al-bayani. 

 
In item (2), one of the candidates differentiated between al-balagha and 
al-fasaha as follows: (البلاغة یقصد باللفظ والمعنى والفصاحة یقصد باللفظ فقط) 
“Rhetoric refers to speech and meaning while al-fasaha refers only to 
speech. Another one wrote (  Eloquence“ ( الفصاحة ھي التي تأتي بمعنى كامل
conveys full meaning and (البلاغة ھي التي لا تأتي بمعنى كامل) “Rhetoric does 
not convey complete sense” instead of ( البلاغة ھي مطابقة الكلام لمقتضى الحال
 Rhetoric is the balance of speech and its eloquence while“ (مع فصاحتھ
أما الفصاحة ھي الألفاظ البینة الظاھرة المتبادرة إلى الفھم المأنوسة الاستعمال بین الكتاب )
 Eloquence is clear and obvious words that lead to“ (والشعراء لمكان حسنھا
understand in use among writers and poets that result from the presence 
of a good position in the sentence”. 

 
In item (3), one of the candidates provided his/her response as follows: 
( البلاغ�ةھ ی�درس عل�م یقال كلام بلیغ، ومتكلّم بلیغ، ولا یقال: كلمة بلیغة لأن ) “The words 
are said to be eloquent or the speaker is eloquent and it is not said that 
the word is eloquent because rhetoric is taught”. Another one wrote ( لأنھ
یقال كلام بلیغ، ) because that are rhetoric classes instead of (ھي فصول البلاغة
فا للك��لام وللم��تكلم فق��ط  The“ (وم��تكلّم بلی��غ، ولا یق��ال: كلم��ة بلیغ��ة لأن البلاغ��ة تق��ع وص��
words are said to be eloquent or the speaker is an eloquent and it is not 
said that the word is eloquent because the description of rhetoric is 
based on the speech and the speaker only”. 

 
In item (4), one of the candidates wrote as follows: ( ا تتحقق فص�احة الك�لام إذ

أربع�ة أو س�تة عی�وب كان�ت فیھ�ا ) “The eloquence of speech is approached by 
having four or six defects”. Another one wrote ( فص�احة الك�لام ھ�ي الت�ي ت�دل
 The eloquence of speech that indicates a complete“ (عل��ى معن��ى كلّ��ھ
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meaning” instead of ( ه م�ن أربع�ة أو س�تة عی�وبتتحق�ق فص�احة الك�لام بخل�و ) “The 
eloquence of speech is approached by not having four or six defects”. 

 
On the other hand, the candidates also failed to identify the mistakes 
that made the given sentences not to be eloquent. 
 
For example, in item (1), one of the candidates incorrectly wrote as 
follows: (  -5كثرة التكرار و -4العقید المعنوي  -3العقید اللفظي  -2تنافر الكلمات  -1
 the convergence of the suffixes of its letters (2) The (1)“ (تتابع الإضافات
complexity of the word (3) Semantic ambiguity (4) Too many 
repetitions and (5) Consecutive additions instead of (1) “( نشر الملك ألسنتھ
التعقید المعنوي ) .”The king has spread his tongue in the city“ (في المدینة
 Semantic ambiguity due to the“ (بسبب استعمال ھذه كلمة لسان في الجاسوس
use of this word “tongue” as a spy”. 

 
 Harub’s grave is located in“ (قبر حرب بمكان قفر* ولیس قرب قبر حرب قبر) (2)
a place where there is no other grave near the grave”. 
 Because of the convergence of the“ (تنافر الكلمات بسبب تقارب مخارج حروفھا)
suffixes of its letters”. 

 
(3) ( دل اسجعي * فأنت بمرأى من سعاد ومسمعحمامة جرعا حومة الجن ) “O’ wild 
dove of Jandali stone, sing again, sing loudly here you are in front of 
the beautiful woman Sauda likes to hear”. 
 Consecutive“ (تتابع الإضافات بسبب كون اسم مضافا إضافة متداخلة من سعاد ومسمع)
additions because of the name are often added”. 

 
 How will the father of“ (أنى یكون أبا البریّة آدم * وأبوك والثقلان أنت محمد) (4)
all creatures be Adam and Eva? when you (Muhammed) and your 
father are the created people”. 
 The complexity of the word due“ (التعقید اللفظي حیث فصل بین المبتدإ والخبر)
to the separation between Al-mutadau and Khabari”. 

 
 As if in every“ (كأنھ في اجتماع الروح فیھ لھ * في كل جارحة من جسمھ روح) (5)
wound he suffered there was a soul from the pain he suffered and there 
is a soul in every part of his body”. 
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 Too many repetitions of a“ (كثرة التكرار بسبب تعدد مرة بعد أخرى بغیر فائدة)
word or words in meaningless. Extract 9.2 is a sample of an incorrect 
weak response. 
 

 
             Extract 9.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 1   

Extract 9.2 is a sample of part of responses from a candidate who 
provided incorrect responses to all the parts of the question.  
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3.1.2 Question 2: Simile, Metaphor and Metonymy 

This question had four parts, (a), (b), (c) and (d). The question aimed at 
assessing the candidates’ ability to understand the concepts of (التشبیھ) 
“Attash-bihu”, (المجاز) “Al-majazi” and (الكنایة) “al-kinaya” in rhetoric. 
The question was set from the topic of Rhetoric. 
 
In part (a), the candidates were required to identify (وجھ الشبھ) “Wajhu 
shabahi” from the following sentences: 
 
(1)  ( سك والوجوه دنا * نیر واطراف الأمفّ عنمالنشر م ) “This one smells like 

misk, face like dinar * and fingers like a tree with red fruits”. 
 

 They are like water in purity“ (كأنما الماء في صفاء * وقد جرى ذائب اللجین)  (2)
* And the beard has been melted”. 

 
(3)  ( قراع الخطوبأنت كالسیف في  ) “You are like sword in cutting problems 

completely”. 
 

 Life like a stranger or * a“ (العمر مثل الضیف أو * كالطیف لیس لھ إقامة)  (4)
traveler has no residence”. 

 
 Your manners in softness“ (كأنّ أخلاقك في لطفھا * ورقّة فیھا نسیم الصباح)  (5)

*and beauty like that morning breeze”. 
 

In part (b), they were required to analyse five riddles in the following 
sentences: 
 
 A book has been revealed“ (كتاب أنزلناه لتخرج الناس من الظلمات إلى النور) (1)

to you to bring people out of the darkness in to the light”. 
 

 I see that heads are“ (إنيّ لأرى رؤوسا قد أینعت وحان قطافھا وإني لصاحبھا) (2)
ripe and needed to be harvested and I am the owner”. 

 
 He was my younger brother; he is“ (كان یقري العین جمالا والأذن بیانا) (3)

pleasing people’s eyes with his beauty when they look at him”. 
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 Their swords have sworn that they do“ (أقسمت سیوفھم ألا تضیع حقاّ لھم) (4)
not lose their right”. 

 
 I have never seen“ (فلم ار قبلي من مشى البحر نحوه * ولا رجلا قام یعانقھ الأسد) (5)

a person walking with the sea and I have never seen a person hugs a 
lion”. 

 
In part (c), they were required to specify the meaning of the negation 
form of (لا) “La” in the following sentences: 

 
 God do not punish us for the mistakes“ (ربّنا لا تؤاخذنا بما فعل السفھاء) (1

done by fools”. 
 

 ’O’ May the night be long so, O“ (یا لیل طل یا نوم زل * یا صبح قف لا تطلع) (2
be a deep sleep, O’ morning do not rise quickly and do not rise at 
all”. 

 
 When you tell your servant: you should not“ (قولك لخادمك: لا تطع أمري) (3

obey my command”. 
 

In part (d), they were required to give two examples of metaphor for 
( لنسبةا ) “Annisba”. 

The question was attempted by 73 (73.00%) candidates who sat for the 
Examination. The analysis shows that, 9 (12.33%) candidates scored 
from 9 to 10.5 marks. Moreover, 29 (39.72%) candidates scored from 
5.5 to 8.5 marks and 35 (47.95%) candidates scored from 0 to 5 marks. 
The general performance was good because 38 (52.05%) candidates 
scored from 5.5 to 10.5 marks as illustrated in Figure 10. 
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Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2 

 
The candidates who performed well in this question managed to identify 
 Wajhu shabahi” from the given similarities. They also were“ (وجھ الشبھ)
able to analyse five riddles in the given sentences. Moreover, they could 
specify the meaning of the negation forms in the given three sentences 
and lastly they gave two examples of metaphors for (النسبة) “Annisba” 
as required.  
 
 In part (a), one of the candidates provided his/her responses as follows:  
 
(1)  ( فّ عنمسك والوجوه دنا * نیر واطراف الأكالنشر م ) “This one smells like 

misk, face like dinar * and fingers like a tree with red fruits”. 
 .”The resemblance here is omitted“ (وجھ الشبھ ھنا المحذوف)
 

 They are like water in purity“ (كأنما الماء في صفاء * وقد جرى ذائب اللجین)  (2)
* And the silver has been melted”. 

 .’The resemblance here is: in ‘purity“ (وجھ الشبھ: في صفاء)      
 

(3)  ( قراع الخطوب أنت كالسیف في ) “You are like sword in cutting problems 
completely”. 

     ( قراع الخطوبوجھ الشبھ: في  ) “The resemblance here is: in ‘cutting 
problems completely’. 
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 Life like a stranger or * a“ (العمر مثل الضیف أو * كالطیف لیس لھ إقامة)  (4)
traveler has no residence”. 

 The resemblance here is: in ‘has no“ (وجھ الشبھ: لیس لھ إقامة)     
residence”.  

 
 Your manners in softness“ (كأنّ أخلاقك في لطفھا * ورقّة فیھا نسیم الصباح)  (5)

*and beauty like that morning breeze”. 
 The resemblance here is: in ‘Softness and“ (وجھ الشبھ: في لطفھا ورقة)       

beauty’”. 
 

Moreover, in part (b), one of the candidates provided his/her responses 
as follows:  
(1)  ( لنور شبھ الھدى بالنور بجامع البیاض ثم استعیر اللفظ الدال على المشبھ بھ وھو ا

رینة حالیةللمشبھ وھو الھدى على سبیل استعارة تصریحیة والق ) “The conversion 
is compared to the light due to the quality of associated  to it which  
is whiteness, as an Is-tiara tas-rihiya and its context is the situation. 
 

شبھت الرؤوس بالثمرات ثم حذف المشبھ بھ، ورمز إلیھ بشيء من لوازمھ وھو )  (2)
" على سبیل الاستعا ""أینعت "أینعت رة المكنیّة، والقرینة  ) “The heads are 

compared to fruits for the sign of something from (أینعت) “It was 
ripe”, as metaphor and its context is (أینعت) “It was ripe”. 

 
 The“ (شبھ امتاع العین بالجمال على سبیل استعارة تبعیة تصریحیة، والقرینة جمالا)  (3)

Eye pleasure is compared to the beauty as an ‘Is-tiara tas-rihiya’ and 
its context is a beauty”. 

 
شبھت السیوف بالرجال، وحذف الشبھ بھ ورمز إلیھ بشيء من لوازمھ وھو أقسم، )  (4)

 The swords are compared to“ (على سبیل الاستعارة المكنیة القرینة أقسمت
people for the sign of something from (أقسمت) “Sworn” as an ‘Is-
tiara and its context is (أقسمت) “Sworn”. 

 
شبھ الرجل بالأسد بجامع الشجاعة ثم استعیر اللفظ الدال على المشبھ بھ وھو الأسد )  (5)

 The man is“ (للمشبھ وھو الرجل على سبیل استعارة تصریحیة والقرینة یعانقھ
compared to a lion due to the quality associated with bravery, as an 
Is-tiara tas-rihiya and its context is ( عانقھی ) “hugs him”. 
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In part (c), one of the candidates correctly answered as follows: 
 
 God do not punish us for the mistakes“ (ربّنا لا تؤاخذنا بما فعل السفھاء)  (1)

of fools”. (الدعاء) “Praying for” 
 

 ,O’ May the night be long so“ (یا لیل طل یا نوم زل * یا صبح قف لا تطلع)  (2)
O’ be a deep sleep, O’ morning do not rise quickly and do not rise at 
all”.    (التمني) “Desire” 

 
 When you tell your servant: you should not“ (قولك لخادمك: لا تطع أمري)  (3)

obey my command. (التھدید) “The threat” 
 

In part (d), one of the candidates correctly answered as follows: 
 Yumnu’follows its shadow, glory‘ (الیمن یتبع ظلھ * المجد یمشي في ركابھ)  (1)

walks in it ‘Rukabihi’ 
(2)  ( ي قبة ضربت على ابن الحشرجإن السماحة والمروءة والندى * ف ) “Patience, 

kindness and dew in a dome struck al-Hashraj”.  
 
This shows that the candidates had sufficient knowledge of (التشبیھ) 
Attash-bihu, (المجاز) Al-majazi and (الكنایة) al-kinaya in rhetoric.  Extract 
10.1 is a sample of a candidate’s correct responses. 
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Extract 10.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 2   

In Extract 10.1, the candidate provided correct responses to question 2.  

On the contrary, the data show that 29 (39.72%) candidates performed 
averagely. Majority of the candidates identified (وج��ھ الش��بھ) “Wajhu 
shabahi” and specified the meaning of the negation forms in the given 
sentences. On the other hand, these candidates failed to analyse five 
given riddles correctly. They were also unable to write two examples of 
metaphor for (النسبة) “Annisba”. Thus scoring average marks.  
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Conversely, further analysis shows that 35 (47.95%) candidates 
performed weakly in this question. These candidates failed to identify 
correctly the characteristics of words in the given sentences. For 
example, one of the candidates identified “Wajhu shabahi” as follows: 
) silver melted and (5)“ (ذائب اللجین) dinars”, (2)“ (الدنانیر) (1) احنسیم الصب ) 
morning breeze instead of (1) (وجھ الشبھ المحذوف) “the omitted 
resemblance” (2) (في صفاء) “In Purity” (5) (في لطفھا ورقة) “In softness 
and beauty”.  
 
They were also unable to analyse five riddles in the given sentences. 
Most of them identified five riddles instead of analysing them. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: (1) (الاستعارة التصریحیة) 
“Al-istiara tasrihiya” (2) (الاستعارة المكنیة) “Al-istiara makniyah” (3) 
 Al-istiara tasrihiyah” which were incorrect. The“ (الاستعارة التصریحیة)
correct responses were :(1) ( شبھ الھدى بالنور بجامع البیاض ثم استعیر اللفظ الدال

رینة حالیةیل استعارة تصریحیة والقلنور للمشبھ وھو الھدى على سبعلى المشبھ بھ وھو ا ) 
“The conversion is compared to the light due to the quality associated 
with whiteness, as an ‘Is-tiara tas-rihiya’ and its context is the situation. 
(2) (  شبھت الرؤوس بالثمرات ثم حذف المشبھ بھ، ورمز إلیھ بشيء من لوازمھ وھو
" "أینعت " على سبیل الاستعارة المكنیّة، والقرینة  "أینعت ) The heads are compared 
to fruits for the sign of something from (أینعت) “It was ripe”, as metaphor 
and its context is (أینعت) “It was ripe”. (3) ( شبھ امتاع العین بالجمال على سبیل

، والقرینة جمالااستعارة تبعیة تصریحیة ) “The Eye pleasure is compared to the 
beauty as an ‘Is-tiara tas-rihiya’ and its context is a beauty”. 
 
Furthermore, they could not specify the meaning of the negation form of 
 La” in the given three sentences particularly in items 2 and 3. For“ (لا)
example, one of the candidates provided responses as follows: (2) ( یا
 Oh morning, stand up, don’t go out” the negation form“ (صبح قف لا تطلع
of (لا) “La” is meant (الأمر) command instead of (التمني) “Desire” and (3) 
 La” is“ (لا) Don’t not obey my order.” the negation form of“ (لا تطع أمري)
meant (الالتباس) “Confusion” instead of (التھدید) “Threat” 
 
Moreover, they failed to bring two examples of metaphor for (النسبة) 
“Annisba”:  For example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: (1) 
 The sons of the Nile which was wrong. The correct answer“ (أبناء النیل)
was ( نھرھم النیل فيالمحبة  ) “Their love in the river Nile”. Another 
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candidate wrote (الصدق في الكذب) “Truth in lying” instead of ( الصدق في
 .”Honesty is in his blood“ (دمھ
 
This shows that the candidates had inadequate knowledge of (التشبیھ) 
“Attash-bihu”, (المجاز) “Al-majazi” and (الكنایة) “al-kinaya” in rhetoric.  
Extract 10.1 is a sample of a candidate’s incorrect responses. 
 

 
Extract 10.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 2   

In Extract 10.2, the candidate identified five riddles but he/she could 
not analyse them as required thus, scoring low marks. 

3.1.3 Question 3: Literature (Poem) 

The question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question intended for 
testing the candidates’ ability to comprehend the given poems. The 
question was set from the topic of Literature. 
 
In part (a), the candidates were required to write five missing verses of 
the poem provided: 
 

 یقول الحق إن نفع البلاء   *..................................... )1(
 ................................ ه   *شھدت بھ فقوموا صدقـــو )2(
 *   ویمدحھ وینصره سواء    ................................ )3(
 .................................فإن أبي ووالده وعرضي     *    )4(
 *   وبحري لا تكدره الــدلاء.     .............................. )5(
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(1) ……………………. The truth says that the benefit of affliction. 
(2)  I witnessed it, so stand up for it. ……………………………... 
(3)  …………………………….. He praises and supports him both. 
(4)  My father and his father and my dignity. ……………………….. 
(5)  …………………………. And my sea is not disturbed by buckets. 
 
In part (b), the candidates were required to explain the intended 
meaning of the following verses of poem: 

 ومن لم یذد عن حوضھ سلاحــھ * یھدم ومن لم یظلم الناس یظلم  )1(
 إن كان سرّكم ما قال حاسدنا   *   فما لجرح إذا أرضاكم ألم. )2(
 الإنسان.لكل شيء إذا ما تم نقصـان     *   فلا یغرّ بطیب العیش  )3(
 ھذا الذي تعرف البطحاء وطأتھ *   والبیت یعرفھ والحل والحرم. )4(
 لا تحسبنّ العلم ینفع وحده   *   ما لم یتوج ربھ بخلاق. )5(

 
(1) And whoever does not remove his weapon from his basin, he will be 

destroyed, and whoever does not oppress people will be oppressed. 
(2) If your secret is what our envious said. So what is the wound if the 

pain pleases you. 
(3) If everything is decreasing. Do not be deceived by the good life of a 

person. 
(4) This is the one who knows the brunt of Al-Bat-hau. And the house 

knows it and the solution and the sanctuary. 
(5) Do not think knowledge will benefit him alone. Unless his Lord is 

crowned with morals. 

The question was attempted by 97 (97%) candidates. Among them, 41 
(42.27%) candidates scored from 9 to 15 marks. Moreover, 29 (29.89%) 
candidates scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 27 (27.84%) candidates 
scored from 0 to 5 marks. The general performance in this question was 
good as 70 (72.16%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 15 marks. The 
candidates’ performance is summarised in Figure 11.  
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Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3 
 

The analysis shows that the candidates who scored high marks in this 
question wrote five missing verses of the poem provided. They also 
explained the intended meaning of the verses in the poem given. This 
indicates that the candidates had sufficient knowledge of the topic of 
Literature. 
 
For example, in part (a), one of the candidates answered his/her 
responses as follows: 

  *   یقول الحق إن نفع البلاء       وقال الله قد أرسلت عبدا )1(
 وم ولا نشاءفقلتم لا نقشھدت بھ فقوموا صدقـــوه   *    )2(
 *   ویمدحھ وینصره سواء    فمن یھجو رسول الله منكم )3(
 لعرض محمد منكم فداءفإن أبي ووالده وعرضي     *    )4(
 *   وبحري لا تكدره الــدلاء.     لساني صارم لا عیب فیھ )5(

 
(1) God said I had sent a servant * he says the truth that the benefit of 

affliction. 
 

(2)  I witnessed it, so stand up for it * so you said we do not do and we 
do not want. 

 
 



64 

 

(3)  Who satirizes the Messenger of God among you? * he praises and 
supports him both. 
 

(4)  My father and his father and my dignity*for Muhammad's dignity 
of you is a self-sacrificing. 

 
(5)  My tongue is strict and faultless * and my sea is not disturbed by 

buckets”. 
 

For example, in part (b), one of the candidates provided his/her 
responses as follows:  

 یذد عن حوضھ سلاحــھ * یھدم ومن لم یظلم الناس یظلم ومن لم  )1(
ى حھ یك�ون ھ�دفا للرم�اة وم�ن ك�ان ض�عیفا لا یق�وى عل�أي من لم یدافع عن كرامتھ بسلا

 الظلم فإن الناس یظلمونھ.
 
 إن كان سرّكم ما قال حاسدنا   *   فما لجرح إذا أرضاكم ألم. )2(

 .إذا كان قول حاسدنا قد أرضاكم وأدخل السرور فؤادكم، فذاك إذن جرح لا ألم لھ عندنا 
 

 یب العیش الإنسان.لكل شيء إذا ما تم نقصـان     *   فلا یغرّ بط )3(
قص�ان إن لكل شيء یصل إلى آخره وح�دّ لنم�وه وزیادت�ھ ف�لا یك�ون ل�ھ إلا أن یب�دأ ف�ي الن

ھ�ذه  والاضمحلال، وعلى ھذا فلا ینبغي للأنسان أن یخدعھ طیب العیش فإنّ�ھ ت�تحكم فی�ھ
 النظریة.

 
 ھذا الذي تعرف البطحاء وطأتھ *   والبیت یعرفھ والحل والحرم. )4(

تتجاھلھ وتزدریھ ھ�و م�ن إذا مش�ى عرف�ت أرض مك�ة وق�ع قدم�ھ الش�ریفة إن ھذا الذي  
 علیھا.

 
 لا تحسبنّ العلم ینفع وحده   *   ما لم یتوج ربھ بخلاق. )5(

 فإن العلم نفسھ لا ینفع إذا لم یكن صاحبھ متحلیا متزینا بالشمائل.       
 

(1)  And whoever does not remove his weapon from his basin, he will 
be destroyed, and whoever does not oppress people will be 
oppressed. 

- Whoever does not defend his dignity with his weapon will be the 
target of the archers, and whoever is weak, does not have the 
strength to oppress others, the people will oppress him. 

 
(2)  If your secret is what our envious said. So what is the wound if the 

pain pleases you. 
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- If the saying of our envious person has satisfied you and brought joy 
to your heart, then that is a wound that has no pain for us. 
 

(3)  If everything is decreasing. Do not be deceived by the good life of a 
person 

- Everything that reaches its end has a limit for its growth and 
visitation, so it only has to start decreasing and fading, and 
accordingly, a person should not be deceived by the good life, 
because he is controlled by this theory. 

 
(4)  This is the one who the land of Mecca that the feet stepped on 

recognizes * And the house knows it and the lawful and unlawful. 
- The one you ignore and despise is the one who, if he walks, 

recognizes the land of Makkah, and the holy feet stepped on 
 
(5)  Do not think knowledge will benefit him alone. Unless his Lord is 

crowned with morals 
- Knowledge itself is of no use if its owner is not adorned with good 

looks. 
 
This good performance suggests that these candidates had sufficient 
knowledge of the Literature. Extract 11.1 is a sample of a candidate’s 
correct responses. 
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Extract 11.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 3   

In Extract 11.1, the candidate explained the intended meaning of the 
verses of a given poem, although there were a few grammatical errors. 

On the contrary, the candidates with average performance were able to 
write five missing verses of the poem provided. Moreover, they 
explained about one or two verses of the poem out of the five items. 
Hence, they obtained an average performance. 
 
Additionally, the analysis shows that candidates had weak performance 
in this question. In part (a), some of the candidates left the items 
unanswered. Others repeated the items while some of them provided 
incorrect responses to the given items. For example, one of the 
candidates wrote five missing verses of the poem provided as follows:  
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  (1).القول الحق*   یقول الحق إن نفع البلاء
 الصادقة شھدت بھ فقوموا صدقـــوه   * )2(
  *   ویمدحھ وینصره سواء   علیھ السلام . موسى)3(
  جبریل *   أبي ووالده وعرضي     نفإ  )4(

 
(1) Right say* the truth says that the benefit of affliction. 
(2)  I witnessed it, so stand up for it* Sincere. 
(3)  Moses*. If he praises him and rescue him, it’s the same. 
(4)  My father and his father and my dignity*Gabriel” which were 

incorrect missing verses provided by this candidate. The correct 
answer was as follows: 

 
  *   یقول الحق إن نفع البلاء       وقال الله قد أرسلت عبدا )1(
 فقلتم لا نقوم ولا نشاءشھدت بھ فقوموا صدقـــوه   *    )2(
 *   ویمدحھ وینصره سواء    فمن یھجو رسول الله منكم )3(
 لعرض محمد منكم فداء*   فإن أبي ووالده وعرضي      )4(

(1)  God said I had sent a servant. * he says the truth that the benefit of 
affliction. 

(2)  I witnessed it, so stand up for it. So you said we do not do and we 
do not want. 

(3)  Who satisfies the Messenger of God among you? If he praises him 
and rescue him, it’s the same. 

(4)  My father and his father and my dignity. For Muhammad's dignity 
of you is a self-sacrificing. 

 
Furthermore, in part (b), many candidates provided unclear 
explanations on the intended meaning of the verses of poem given. For 
example, one of the candidates provided unclear intended meaning of 
the verses of a poem given as follows in item (1) ( یذد عن حوضھ  لم ومن
 And whoever does not remove his“ (سلاحــھ * یھدم ومن لم یظلم الناس یظلم 
weapon from his basin, he will be destroyed, and whoever does not 
oppress people will be oppressed”. This means that: ( من الناس وإن الناس لا
 Among the people, and that the people do not“ (یظلم آخر الناس وأنت لا تظلم
oppress the last of the people, and you do not oppress” instead of ( أي من

كرامتھ بسلاحھ یكون ھدفا للرماة، ومن كان ضعیفا لا یقوى على الظلم لم یدافع عن 
 And whoever does not remove his weapon from his“ (فإنالناس یظلونھ
basin, he will be destroyed, and whoever does not oppress people will 



68 

 

be oppressed”. This suggests that these candidates had insufficient 
knowledge of the topic of Literature. Extract 11.2 is a sample of a 
candidate’s responses. 

 
Extract 11.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 3   

In Extract 11.2, the candidate provided unclear and incorrect intended 
meaning of the given verses of poem. 
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3.1.4 Question 4: Literature (Prose) 

The question had three parts, (a), (b) and (c). The question intended to 
test the candidates’ ability to comprehend the Arabic prose. The 
question was set from the topic of Literature. 

 
In part (a), the candidates were required to read the following prose and 
then to answer the questions. 
 

ت، إن في السماء آأیھا الناس اسمعوا وعوا، من عاش مات، ومن مات فات، وكل من ھو آت 
"                         لخبرا وإن في الأرض لعبرا. آیات محكمات، ومطر، ونبات ................

 
“O People, listen and be aware, whoever lived died, whoever died 
passed away, and everyone who is coming is coming, there is news in 
the sky and a lesson on earth. Punctual verses, rain and 
vegetation……….” 
 
  ?Who gave this speech" (من قائل ھذه الخطبة؟) (1)
 "?When did speaker die" (متى توفي ھذا الخطیب؟)  (2)
 "?In which  era did the speaker live" (في أي عصر عاش الخطیب؟)  (3)
 "?What does the speaker is talking about" (عن ماذا یتحدثّ ھذا الخطیب؟)  (4)
 "?What do we benefit from this speach" (ماذا نستفید من ھذه الخطبة؟) (5)

 
In part (b), the candidates were required to complete the following 
prose: 

 ىل�...........إ..........................................وإنّ الجبھة العالیة لا تحتاج إلى تاج یزیّنھ�ا. 
."  ولا یخجل إلاّ ممّا فیھ خدش للشرف

“And the high forehead does not need a crown to decorate 
it…………… he is not ashamed except for what is a scratch of honour”. 
 
In part (c), they were required to explain the meaning of the following 
vocabulary: 

) - ”It is enough for person“ (حسب المرء) لمفوفا ) “Soft” - (ملوثة) “Unclean 
 .”Dirt“ (أدران) - ”Necklace“ (الوسام) -
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The question was attempted by 34 (34.00%) candidates out of whom, 
17 (50.00 %) scored from 0 to 5 marks; 6 (17.65 %) scored from 7 to 
8.5 marks and 11 (32.35%) scored from 9 to 13 marks. The candidates’ 
general performance in this question was average since 17 (50.00) 
candidates scored from 7 to 13 marks. The overall performance in this 
question is presented in Figure 12. 

 
Figure 12: Candidates’ Performance on Question 4 

 
The analysis shows that 11 (32.35%) candidates performed well in this 
question. These candidates understood the requirements of the question. 
They managed to complete the given prose. They were also able to read 
and answer correctly the questions. Moreover, they explained the 
intended meaning of the vocabulary given. 
 
For example, in part (a), one of the candidates provided his/her 
responses as follows:  

 
 القائل ھو قس بن ساعدة الإیادي. )1
 توفي الخطیب قس بن ساعدة الإیادي قبیل بعثة النبي صلى الله علیھ وسلم. )2
 عاش الخطیب في العصر الجاھلي. )3
 .الإصلاح قدرة الله والدعوة إلى یتحدثّ الخطیب عن  )4
 ة مننتعلم من ھذه الخطبة أنھ رغم وجود عادات سیئة لدى معظم العرب كان ھناك قل )5

  الرجال یدعون إلى الإصلاح الدیني والاجتماعي والتنفیر من العادات السیئة.
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1) Qass ibn Sa`dah al-Ayadi is a speaker of this speech. 
2) He died shortly before the mission.  
3) He lived in the pre-Islamic era. 
4) He talked about God’s power and call for reform”. 
5) We learn from this sermon that few men can call for social and 

religious reform and refrain from bad habits”. 
 

In part (b), one of the candidates provided his/her responses as follows:  

 فض��یلة. لاوإنّ الجبھ��ة العالی��ة لا تحت��اج إل��ى ت��اج یزیّنھ��ا. وإنّ الص��در الممل��وء بالش��رف وال"
، أم�ا ینقصھ وسام یتلألأ فوقھ، فلیفخر الفاخرون بما شاءوا من فضّتھم وذھبھم ومناص�یبھم

الش��ریف فحس��بھ م��ن الفخ��ر أن یمش��ي ب��ین الن��اس ب��رأس ع��ال، وجبھ��ة مرتفع��ة، ونف��س 
وائب ب نقي أبیض، لم تعلّق ب�ھ ذرّة م�ن غب�ار الع�ار، ول�م تلوث�ھ ش�ائبة م�ن ش�مطمئنّة، وثو

."  الدناءة، ولا یھاب شیئا، ولا یغضي عن شيء، ولا یخجل إلاّ ممّا فیھ خدش للشرف

“And the high forehead does not need a crown to decorate it. And the 
chest is full of honor and virtue, so let the proud be proud of whatever 
they want of their silver, gold, and positions, while the honorable is only 
proud that he walks among people with a high head, a raised forehead, a 
reassuring soul, and a pure white dress, not suspended an atom of the 
dust of shame, and not stained by the impurities of meanness He is not 
afraid of anything, he does not overlook anything, and he is not 
ashamed except for what is a scratch of honor”. 

 
Moreover, in part (c), one of the candidates provided his/her responses 
as follows:  

( = یكفیھ حسب المرء ) “It is enough for person” - ( = رقیق مخطط لمفوفا ) 
“Soft” - ( = موسخة ملوثة ) “Unclean - ( ارة یزین بھا الصدر= الش الوسام ) 
“Necklace” - ( = أوساخأدران ) “Dirt”. 
 
This good performance suggests that the candidates had sufficient 
vocabulary and knowledge of the topic of Literature. Extract 12.1 is a 
sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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Extract 12.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 4   

In Extract 12.1, the candidate answered correctly the questions related 
to the passage given, although there were some spelling mistakes. 

Furthermore, data show that 6 (17.65 %) candidates scored average 
marks in this question. Most of the candidates managed to complete the 
given prose, but failed to answer the questions related to the previous 
passage given. Also, they were able to explain the intended meaning of 
the vocabulary given. Hence, they obtained average marks.  

Besides, the analysis shows that 17 (50.00 %) candidates scored low 
marks in this question. Most of candidates failed to provide correct 
answers to all the parts of the question. Other candidates provided 
incorrect responses to the two parts, particularly part (a) which required 
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them to answer the questions related to the previous passage. Moreover, 
in a part (c), they failed to explain the intended meaning of the 
vocabulary.  

In part (a), for example, one of the candidates wrote: (1) ( قائ�ل ھ�ذه الخطب�ة
 ”Hassan bin Thabit is the one who gave this speech“ (ھ�و حس�ان ب�ن ثاب�ت
instead of ( الإی�ادي القائ�ل ھ�ذا الخطب�ة ھ�و ق�س ب�ن س�اعدة ) “Qass ibn Sa`dah al-
Ayadi is a the one who gave this  speech” (2) ( ت�وفي الخطی�ب بع�د ظھ�ور
 He“ (ت�وفي قب�ل البعث�ة) He died after coming of Islam” instead of“ (الإس�لام
died before the mission” (3) (ع�اش الخطی�ب ف�ي عص�ر ص�در الإس�لام) “He lived 
in the era of early Islam” instead of (ع�اش الخطی�ب ف�ي العص�ر الج�اھلي) “He 
lived in the pre-Islamic era” (4) ( ال�ذین یعقل�ونیتح�دث ھ�ذا الخطی�ب ع�ن  ) “Ha 
talked about intelligent” instead of ( یتحدث ھذا الخطیب عن قدرة الله والدعوة إلى
) He talked about God’s power and call for reform” (5)“ (الإصلاح تفید أن نس
 ”We take advantage of the chest of full of honor“ (الص�در ممل�وء بش�رف
instead of ( أن الص��در ممل��وء بالش��رف لا یحت��اج إل��ى الوس��امنس��تفید  ) “We take 
advantage that a chest full of honor does not need a metal”. 

In part (c), one of the candidates explained the intended meaning of the 
vocabulary given as follows: (1) ( اسمعوا وعوا -سب المرءح ) “Listen and 
understand” (2) ( الأرض -المفوف ) “Earth” (3) ( محكمات -ملوثة ) “Manners” 
(4) ( الوقار -الوسام ) “Respect” (5) ( أزمان -أدران ) “Times” instead of ( حسب

= یكفیھ المرء ) “It is enough for person” - ( = رقیق مخطط المفوف ) “Soft” - 
( = موسخة ملوثة ) “Unclean - ( = الشارة یزین بھا الصدر الوسام ) “Necklace” - 
( = أوساخأدران ) “Dirt”. 
 
This weak performance suggests that the candidates lacked sufficient 
vocabulary and knowledge of the topic of Literature. Extract 12.2 is a 
sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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Extract 12.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 4   

In Extract 12.2, the candidate provided incorrectly the questions related 
to the passage given. Moreover, he/she explained incorrectly the 
intended meaning of the vocabulary given. 
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3.1.5 Question 5: The History of the Arabic literature 

This question had three parts, (a), (b) and (c). The question tested the 
candidates’ ability to understand the history of the Arabic literature. The 
question was set from the topic of the literature. 
 
In part (a), the candidates were instructed to answer the following five 
items: 
 
 Write four literary eras“ (اكتب أربعة من العصور الأدبیة مع أبعادھا الزمنیة)  (1)

chronologically”.  
 

(2)  ( عر والمثل؟ما الفرق یبن الش ) “What is the difference between proverbs 
and poems?” 

 
 What benefits do we get from reading“  (ماذا نستفید من دراسة الأدب؟)  (3)

literature?” 
 

 What do we mean when we say the“ (ما المقصود بقولنا الشاعر المخضرم)  (4)
mukh-dharim poem?” 

 
(5)  ( ذو الإصبع  -المتنبي ب -عاش فیھ كل أدیب من الأدباء الآتیة: أ بیّن العصر الذي

  ?What era did the following poets live in“ (العدواني
a. Al-mutanabi. 
b. Dhul-isbai-al-uduwani”. 

 
In part (b), the candidates were required to write briefly biography of 
the poet Zuheri. The question was as follows: 
 
 Write the brief biography of the“ (اكتب كلمة موجزة عن الشاعر زھیر بن سلمى)
poet Zuheri bin Abiysulma. 

 
In part (c), the candidates were required to explain the reasons that led 
critics to see that Hassan bin Thabit’s poems were more beautiful 
before Islam. The question was as follows: 
 
( م؟لماذا یرى بعض النقاد أن الشعر حسبن بن ثابت في الجاھلیة أقوى منھ في الأسلا ) 
“Why do some critics see that Hassan bin Thabit’s poems were more 
beautiful before Islam than during Islam? 
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The question was attempted by 97 (97.00 %) candidates out of which 
11 (11.34%) candidates scored from 0.5 to 2 marks; 31 (30.93%) 
scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 56 (57.73%) scored from 9.0 to 13.5 
marks. Thus, the general performance of this question was good since 
86 (88.66%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 13.5 marks. Figure 13 
shows the candidates’ performance in this question. 
 

 
Figure 13: Candidates’ Performance on Question 5 

 
Data analysis revealed that 56 (57.73%) candidates who attempted this 
question performed well. These candidates answered correctly the five 
given items. They also explained briefly about the biography of the poet 
Zuheri bin Abiysulm.  Moreover, they managed to explain the reason 
that led critics to see that Hassan bin Thabit’s poems were more 
beautiful before Islam during the Islam. 
 
In part (a), for example, one of the candidates provided correct answers 
to the five given items as follows: 
 
(1) (a) ( عاما وانتھى بعد البعثة للنبي  150العصر الجاھلي: بدأ قبل طھور الإسلام بحوالي 

 The pre-Islamic era began about 150 before the“ (صلى الله علیھ وسلم
coming of Islam and ended after the mission. 
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(b)  (عصر صدر الإسلام بدأ بظھور الإسلام وانتھى بانتھاء عھد خلفاء الراشدین) “The 
era of early Islam began with manifestation of Islam and ended with 
the end of the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs in the year 40H”. 
 

(c) ( ھـ132 ھـ وانتھى إلى سقوطھا سنة 40العصر الأموي: بدأ بقیام الدولة الأمویة سنة  ) 
“The Umayyad era began with the establishment of the Umayyad 
state in the year 40H to its fall in the year 132H”. 

 
(d) ( ھـ وانتھى بسقوط بغداد سنة  132الدولة العباسیة سنة  العصر العباسي: بدأ بقیام

ھـ656 ) “The Abbasid era began with the establishment of the 
Abbasid state in the year 132H and ended with the fall of Baghdad 
in the year 656H”. 

 
(2) ( و قصةعلى حادثة أ الشعر ھو كلام موزون مقفي وأما المثل ھو قول موجز بلیغ یعتمد ) 

“A poem is a set of word with rhymes and scales while proverb is a 
short and eloquent statement based on events”. 
 

(3) ( لجمیلانمیة اللغویة بالألفاظ وأسالیب وتراكیب ومعان، وأیضا تذوق والتمتع بفنھ ت ) 
“Linguistic growth in expressions, style and sentence structure and 
also to taste and enjoy his beautiful art”. 

 
 He is a poet who lived in two“ (ھو الشاعر الذي عاش في الجاھلیة والإسلام) (4)

eras which are before and during Islam”. 
 

-Al“ (كان المتنبي في العصر العباسي وذو الإصبع العدواني في العصر الجاھلي) (5)
Mutanabiy was in the Abbasid era and Dhul-isbai-al-uduwani was 
in era of early Islam”. 

 
In part (b), for example, one of the candidates provided correct answers 
to the five given items as follows: 

ر العص شاعرا من شعراء ھو زھیر بن أبي سلمى ینسب إلى قبیلة مزینة وأمھ ذبیانیّة كان
قات نشأ محبا للسلام، صادق القول متدینا ح ارھا كما كالجاھلي المجیدین ومن أصحاب المعلّ

 ویلة،للحروب التي شبت نیرانھا بین عبس وذبیان وكانت ھذه الصفات نتیجة لتجاربھ الط
ة ن سنعیوذكائھ الأصیل، ومخالطتھ لأھل الحكمة والرأي. عاش زھیر حتى بلغ من العمر تس

 وتوفي قبل بعثة محمد صلى الله علیھ وسلم.
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He is Zuhair bin Abi Sulma. He belongs to the Madina tribe and his 
mother’s tribe was Dhubyani. He was one of the glorious poets of the 
pre-Islamic era and one of the followers of the Mu'allaqat. He grew up 
loving peace, speaking truthfully, religiously, and hating the wars that 
broke out between Absy and Dhubyan. These characteristics were a 
result of his long experiences, his original intelligence, and his 
association with the people of wisdom and opinion. Zuhair lived until 
he reached the age of ninety years and died before the mission of the 
Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace. 

 
In part (c), for example, one of the candidates provided correct answers 
to the five given items as follows: 
 

 اتالفخ��ر والم��دح الك��اذب والمن��افر لام لا یستحس��ن المبالغ��ة المفرط��ة والش��طط ف��يالإس�� لأن -
 ب�ن القبلیة ووصف الخمر، فتلك الأم�ور كان�ت ف�ي الجاھلی�ة وق�ودا ج�زلا لمع�اني ش�عر حس�ان

 . ثابت
 

“It is because Islam does not accept excessive exaggeration of words, 
excessive pride, false characteristics, ethnic hatred and alcohol 
description. Those things, during the pre-Islamic era, were the main 
source of the meaning of Hassan bin Thabit’s poetry”. 
 
This good performance shows that the candidates had sufficient 
knowledge of the Arabic Literature. Extract 13.1 is a sample of a 
candidate’s responses. 
 



79 

 

 
Extract 13.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 5   

In Extract 13.1, the candidate provided correct responses to the items 
given. 
 
Further analysis shows that there were 31 (30.93%) candidates who 
scored average marks. These candidates provided three or four correct 
points in part (a). They also explained briefly about the biography of 
the poet Zuheri bin Abiysulm, but their explanations were unclear and 
had a lot of grammatical and spelling errors. Therefore, they could not 
score full marks.  

Moreover, the analysis of the candidates’ performance shows that 11 
(11.34%) candidates scored low marks. These candidates lacked 
knowledge of the tested concepts, thus provided incorrect responses. 
For example, in part (a), one of the candidates wrote incorrectly four 
literary eras as follows: ( المث�ل -د النث�ر -الاس�م ج -بالش�عر  -أ ) “(a) Poem (b) 
Noun (c) Prose (d) Proverb instead of: 

 
(a)  ( بعثة للنبي عاما وانتھى بعد ال 150العصر الجاھلي: بدأ قبل طھور الإسلام بحوالي 

 The pre-Islamic era began about 150 before the“ (صلى الله علیھ وسلم
coming of Islam and ended after the mission”. 
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(b)  (عصر صدر الإسلام بدأ بظھور الإسلام وانتھى بانتھاء عھد خلفاء الراشدین) “The 
era of early Islam began with manifestation Islam and ended with 
the end of the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs in the year 40H”. 

 
(c)  ( ھـ132ة ھـ وانتھى إلى سقوطھا سن 40العصر الأموي: بدأ بقیام الدولة الأمویة سنة  ) 

“The Umayyad era began with the establishment of the Umayyad 
state in the year 40H to its fall in the year 132H”. 

 
(d)  ( ھـ وانتھى بسقوط بغداد سنة  132العصر العباسي: بدأ بقیام الدولة العباسیة سنة 

ھـ656 ) “The Abbasid era began with the establishment of the 
Abbasid state in the year 132H and ended with the fall of Baghdad 
in the year 656H”. 

 
Another example in item (2), one of the candidates wrote the difference 
between proverbs and poems as follows: ( المثل ھو اختماء على كل حال والشعر
فة  Proverbs is a closing any way and poem is the“ (ھ�و المعن�ى ف�ي الص�
meaning in the adjective” instead of ( قفي وأما المثل ھو الشعر ھو كلام موزون م
 A poem is a set of word with rhymes“ (قول موجز بلیغ یعتمد على حادثة أو قصة
and scales while proverb is a short and eloquent statement based on 
events”. 
 
In part (c), for example, one of the candidates mentioned the reason that 
that led critics to see that Hassan bin Thabit’s poems were more 
beautiful before Islam as follows: (لأن بع��ض الأبی��ات م��ن ش��عره مش��ابھة) 
“Because some verses of his poetry are similar”.  Another example, one 
of the candidates wrote the reason that that led critics to see that 
Hassan bin Thabit’s poems were more beautiful before Islam as 
follows: ( ن یھج�و المش�ركین كم�ا أمرن�ا النب�يلأن�ھ ك�ا ) “Because he was attacking 
the polytheists as the prophet commanded us” which were incorrect. 
The correct response was as follows: 
 

 اتالفخ��ر والم��دح الك��اذب والمن��افر س��لام لا یستحس��ن المبالغ��ة المفرط��ة والش��طط ف��يالإ لأن -
 ب�ن القبلیة ووصف الخمر، فتلك الأم�ور كان�ت ف�ي الجاھلی�ة وق�ودا ج�زلا لمع�اني ش�عر حس�ان

 . ثابت
 

“It is because Islam does not accept excessive exaggeration of words, 
excessive pride, false characteristics, ethnic hatred and alcohol 
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description. Those things, during the pre-Islamic era, were the main 
source of the meaning of Hassan bin Thabit’s poetry”. 

 
This weak performance shows that the candidates had inadequate 
knowledge of the Arabic Literature. Extract 13.2 is a sample of a 
candidate’s responses. 

 

 
Extract 13.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 5  

In Extract 13.2, the candidate provided incorrect responses to the items 
given. 
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3.2 Section B: Essay Questions  

This section comprised of three questions and the candidates were required to 
attempt only two questions. Each question carried twenty (20) marks. 

3.2.1 Question  6: The Story of Sindbad Bahri 

In this question, the candidates were required to explain why Sindbad   
nearly drowned in the sea on his first trip and how did he survive in not 
less than 200 words. The question tested the candidates’ ability to 
express themselves in the Arabic Language. The question was set from 
the topic of Response to Reading. 
 
The question was attempted by 81 (81.00 %) candidates. Among them, 
7 (8.64%) candidates had weak performance with their scores ranging 
from 2 to 6 marks. A total of 29 (35.80%) candidates had average 
performance ranging from 7 to 11 marks and 45 (55.56%) candidates 
had good performance and their scores ranged from 12 to 17 marks. 
The overall of candidates’ performance in this question was good as 
91.36 per cent of the candidates scored from 7 to 17 marks. Figure 14 
summarises the candidates’ performance. 

 
Figure 14: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6 
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The candidates who performed well in this question were able to 
interpret the given concept as it says that why Sindbad nearly drowned 
in the sea on his first trip and how did he survive. They also organised 
their thoughts in a good logical flow. Yet, their responses had some 
spelling mistakes. For example, one of the candidates wrote as follows:  
 

ر، النار أحس بالحرارة فاس�تیقظ م�ن نوم�ھ وغ�اص ف�ي البح� الحوت أوقدوا علي التجار فلما
فینة ف   ل�م ی�تمكن م�ن الوص�ولفنجا من نجا وغرق من غرق. أم�ا س�ندباد ك�ان بعی�دا ع�ن الس�

فینة للو  ق�ود. وق�دإلیھا وقد كاد أن یغرق لو لم یتعلّق بلوح من الخشب الذي أتوا ب�ھ م�ن الس�
 أصبح السندباد تحت رحمة الأمواج الھائجة، والغرق كان یھدده في كل لحظة.

 ولما أظلم اللیل أیقن السندباد بالھلاك، ولكنھ لم ییئس رغم ما حل بھ من التعب والخوف،
وبقي على ھذه الحال طول اللیل، حتى إذا أصبح الصباح قذفتھ الأمواج إلى شاطئ جزیرة 

 فرع شجرة متدلیا، فتعلق بھ  -وكانت فیھا أشجار مطلة على البحر وقد وجد لحسن الحظ
 وتمكن بذلك من الصعود إلى الجزیرة بعد تعب شدید.

 
“When the merchants lit the fire on the whale, he felt the heat, so he 
woke up from his sleep and dived into the sea, so there were those who 
survived and drowned. As for Sinbad, he was far from the ship, so he 
could not reach it.  Thus, he almost drowned if he had not attached to a 
plank of wood they brought from the ship for fuel. Sinbad has become 
at the mercy of the raging waves. 
 
And when it became dark in the night, Sinbad was certain of doom. 
However, he did not despair despite the fatigue and fear that befell him.  
He remained in this state all night, until in the morning.  The waves 
threw him to the shore of an island.  There were trees overlooking the 
sea. Fortunately, he found a branch of tree, so he clung to it firmly and 
manage to reach the island after a lot of difficulties”. 
 
This good performance shows that the candidates had sufficient 
vocabulary and knowledge of the Story of Sindbad Bahri. Extract 14.1 
is a sample of a candidate’s responses  
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Extract 14.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 6   

In Extract 14.1, the candidate explained why Sindbad nearly drowned 
in the sea on his first trip and how did he survive. He/she also organised 
his/her thoughts in a good logical flow. 

 
 



85 

 

Further analysis of candidates’ performance shows that 7 (8.64%) 
candidates who scored low marks in this question were unable to 
express themselves in Arabic Language. Most of them provided unclear 
explanation. On top of that, their responses had a lot of grammatical 
and spelling mistakes. This weak performance shows that the 
candidates had insufficient vocabulary and limited ability to express 
themselves using Arabic Language. Extract 14.2 is a sample of a 
candidate’s responses. 

 

 
Extract 14.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 6  

In Extract 14.2, the candidate provided unclear explanations. Moreover, 
his/her explanations were insufficient and had a lot of grammatical and 
spelling mistakes. 
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3.2.2 Question 7: The Story of the Merchant of Bundiqiyyah 

In this question, the candidates were required to explain what happened 
to Antonio until he failed to pay debt owed by Shailoki on time. They 
were also required to explain who defended him and save him from 
being slaughtered. Moreover, they were obliged to point three lessons in 
not less than two hundred words. The question tested the candidates’ 
ability to express themselves in Arabic Language. The question was set 
from the topic of Response to Reading. 

The question was attempted by 14 (14.00%) candidates out of whom, 7 
(50.00%) scored from 12 to 17 marks. Furthermore, 6 (42.86%) scored 
from 7.5 to 11.5 marks while only 1 (7.14%) scored from 2.5 to 6 
marks. The candidates’ general performance in this question was good 
because 13 (92.86%) candidates scored from 7.5 to 17 marks. Figure 15 
summarises the candidates’ performance in question 7. 
 

 
Figure 15: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7 

 
The candidates who performed well in this question demonstrated and 
justified the statement given. They also provided appropriately three 
lessons from the case between Antonio and Shailoki. Moreover, they 
demonstrated the ability to express themselves in Arabic Language. For 
example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: 
 

اتفق أنطنیو مع شیلوك أن یرد أنطنیو ما أخذه من شیلوك سلفا بعد ثلاثة أشھر. فإذا عجز  
 حمھ. في وقت محدد یبیح لغریمھ شیلوك أن یقطع من جسمھ رطلا من ل على دفع ما أخذه 
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حینما ینتظر أنطنیو موعد عودة سفنھ جاءه خبر یقول: أن سفنھ كلھا غرقت وضاعت 
بضائعھ كلھا فاستحال على ھذا التاجر النبیل أن یفي بما علیھ من الدین لغریمھ شیلوك في 

الموعد المحدد. انتھز شیلوك ھذه الفرصة للانتقام من عدوه اللدود وأصر على مطالبتھ 
 نھ أنطنیو.برطل لحم من مدی

س ببراعة المحامي وعدالة القضاء ، فخرج شیلوك یجر أذیال الخیبة والھزیمة ویعض رؤو
غی�ر  أصابعھ متأسفا، حینما أراد أن یقطع فأوقف�ھ المح�امي فق�ال ل�ھ: اقط�ع رط�لا واح�دا م�ن
حالة زیادة ولا نقصان ولا یبیح لك القضاء أن تسفك قطرة واحدة من دمھ. أدرك شیلوك اس�ت

 بھ المحامي فقال لھ: لقد عدلت عن رأیي ورضیت بم�ا عرض�ھ عل�ي باس�ینو م�ن الم�الما طل
 فھاتوا ستة آلاف من الدنانیر.

 یمكن الاستفاد من ھذه القصة كالآتي:
ع�ودًا عندما نقترض ، أخبرنا أن أي شيء یمكن أن یحدث ، لذلك لا ینبغ�ي لن�ا أن نق�دم و -

 صعبة تضر بحیاتنا.
 ذین أقرضناھم بدلاً من قمعھم عندما یواجھون المشاكلأن نتعاطف مع الأشخاص ال -
 المحامون أشخاص مھمون في إقامة العدل . -

 
“Antonio agreed with Shailoki to return what he took from Shailoki in 
advance after three months. If he is unable to pay what he took within 
the agreed time, he would allow his rival, Shailoki, to cut off a pound of 
his flesh from his body. 
 
When Antonio was waiting for the return of his ships, news came to him 
that all his ships had sunk and all his goods were lost. In this case, it was 
impossible for this noble merchant to fulfil his debt to Shailoki on the 
agreed date. Shailoki seized this opportunity to take revenge on his 
sworn enemy and insisted on asking him for a pound of meat from the 
city of Antonio. 
 
With the ingenuity of the lawyer and the justice of the judiciary, 
Shailoki came out dragging the tails of disappointment and defeat and 
bit his fingertips in regret when he wanted to cut off. I turned away from 
my Lord and accepted what He offered Basniu six thousand dinars. 

 
Three lessons 
- When we borrow, let us know that anything can happen, so we 

should not make impractical promises that harm our lives. 
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- We need to sympathize with the people we lent, instead of 
oppressing them when they get into trouble. 

- Lawyers are important people in administering justice”. 
 
This good performance suggests that the candidates had sufficient 
vocabulary and knowledge of the Story of Merchant of Bundiqiyyah. 
Extract 15.1 is a sample of a candidate’s responses.  
 

 
Extract 15.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 7   

In Extract 15.1, the candidate explained what happened to Antonio until 
he failed to pay debt owed by Shailoki on time and who was able to 
defend him and save him. He/she also provided appropriately three 
lessons from the case between Antonio and Shailoki 
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On the contrary, the candidates with average performance provided 
insufficient explanations about what happened to Antonio until he failed 
to pay debt owed by Shailoki on time and who was able to defend him 
and save him. Furthermore, they failed to provide three lessons we can 
learn through the case of Antonio and Shailoki. Moreover, their 
responses had a lot of a grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. 
Hence, they obtained an average performance. 
 
There were also candidates with weak performance in this question. 
They had limited ability to express themselves in the Arabic Language. 
This thing led them to provide insufficient and unclear explanations in 
their responses. Moreover, their explanations had a lot of grammatical 
and spelling mistakes. This weak performance shows that the candidates 
were incompetent in Arabic Language. Extract 15.2 is a sample of a 
candidate’s responses. 
 

 
Extract 15.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 7  

Extract 15.2 is a sample of part of responses from a candidate who 
wrote insufficient explanation. Moreover, his/her explanations were 
unclear and had a lot of grammatical and spelling mistakes. 
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3.2.3 Question  8: The Story of the Merchant of Baghdad 

In this question, the candidates were required to explain how did the 
case of Ali Koja and his friend Hassan, a businessman, reached the 
judge and how did the judge of children judge during the play in not less 
than 200 words. The question tested the candidates’ ability to build 
capacity of expressing themselves in the Arabic Language. The question 
was set from the topic of Response to Reading. 
 
The question was attempted by 97 (97.00%) candidates out of whom, 7 
(7.22%) scored from 2.5 to 6 marks; 35 (36.08%) scored from 5.5 to 
8.5 marks and 55 (56.70%) scored from 12 to 18 marks. The overall 
performance in the question was average as 93.50 per cent scored from 
12 to 18 marks. Figure 16 illustrates the distribution of candidates’ 
scores on the question. 
 

 
Figure 16: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8 

 
The analysis shows that, 55 (56.70%) candidates who scored high marks 
understood the demands of the question. Furthermore, they explained 
appropriately how the case of Ali Koja and his friend Hassan reached 
the judge. Moreover, they explained how the judge of children judged 
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during the play. Hence, they deserved high scores. For example, one of 
the candidates wrote as follows:  

 كبھ ولما تمت الصلاة، أسرع علي كوجیا فوقف في الطریق الذي یمر بھ الخلیفة. یترقب مو
 ( (ینتظر ركب الخلیفة).

 
ی�ر ش�كواه ف�اقترب من�ھ كب ولما قرب منھ الخلیفة وھو ف�ي موكب�ھ رف�ع عل�ي كوجی�ا ی�ده وفیھ�ا

ل�ي الشرطة وأخذ منھ الورقة التي كتب فیھ�ا الش�كوى. وبع�د ق�راءة ش�كاوى المتظلم�ین أم�ر ع
 كوجیا بالحضور إلى قصره لیقضي بینھ وبین خصمھ.

 
ب. ھا الكذوأراد التاجر حسن أن یتكلم بغیر حق، فلم یمكنھ القاضي الكلام، بل قال لھ: اسكت أی

ج��زاء خیانت��ھ، وأس��رع الأطف��ال إل��ى الت��اجر حس��ن فأمس��كوه بعن��ف فقض��ى علی��ھ ب��أن یص��لب 
 متظاھرین بأنھم سیصلبونھ كما أمر القاضي.

“And when the prayer was over, Ali Koja hurried and stopped in the 
road that the caliph was passing by, waiting for his procession. 
 
When the Caliph approached him while he was in his convoy, Ali Koja 
raised his hand with his complaint in it, so the chief of police 
approached him and took from him the paper containing the complaint. 
After reading the complaints of the complainants, he ordered Ali Koja 
to come to his palace to judge between him and his opponent. 
 
After the children's judge listened both sides. The merchant Hassan 
wanted to tell lie, but the empty-handed man could not speak. Rather, he 
said to him: Shut up, you are a liar. Therefore, he decided to be 
crucified as a penalty for his betrayal.  The children rushed to the 
merchant Hassan.  They violently grabbed him, pretending that they 
were going to crucify him as the judge had ordered.” 
 
This response implies that the candidates had a good command of 
Arabic Language. Extract 16.1 is a sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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Extract 16.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 8   

In Extract 16.1, the candidate explained how the judge of children 
judged during the play, although, there were some spelling mistakes. 

 
As for the candidates with average performance, they provided 
insufficient explanations. Moreover, their responses had a lot of a 
grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. Hence, they obtained average 
scores. 
 
Furthermore, the candidates with weak performance in this question, 
had limited ability to express themselves in the Arabic Language. 
Moreover, their explanations had a lot of grammatical and spelling 
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mistakes. This weak performance shows that these candidates were 
incompetent in Arabic Language. Extract 16.2 is a sample of a 
candidate’s responses. 
 

 
Extract 16.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 8  

In Extract 16.2, the candidate wrote insufficient explanation. Moreover, 
his/her explanations were unclear and had a lot of grammatical and 
spelling mistakes. 
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4.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC 

The candidates were assessed in eight (08) topics in the Arabic Language 
subject in ACSEE, 2023. These topics were Comprehension; Grammar; 
Language Use; Morphology; Composition; Rhetoric; Literature and Response 
to Readings.  
 
The analysis of the candidates’ performance in  each topic indicated that the 
candidates had good performance on Language Use (86.00%) which was tested 
in Question 3, Comprehension (83.67%) in Question 1, Grammar (81.05%) in 
Question 2, Morphology (68.06%) in Question 3 and 4 and Composition 
(67.49%) in Question 6, 7 and 8 in Arabic Language paper 1. 
 
Furthermore, the analysis of the candidates’ responses in each topic revealed 
that the candidates had good performance in Response to Readings (92.33%) 
which was tested in Question 6, 7 and 8, Literature (70.20%) in Question 3, 4 
and 5, and Rhetoric (67.26%) in Question 1 and 2 in Arabic Language paper 2.  
 
These candidates performed well in these topics because they had adequate 
knowledge and clearly comprehended the demands of the questions. This 
implies that the candidates scored an average of 35 and above in those topics.  
 
The summary of the candidates’ performance in different topics is presented in 
the Appendix. 
 

5.0 CONCLUSION  

The candidates’ general performance in Arabic Language in the ACSEE 2023 
was good (76.99%). The candidates who had good performance demonstrated 
their sufficient knowledge of the tested topics and mastery of the Arabic 
Language. Their knowledge and skills enabled them to understand and identify 
the requirements of the questions and respond accordingly. 

However, few candidates who performed weakly had insufficient knowledge of 
the tested topics and low proficiency in Arabic Language. Hence, they provided 
unclear and ungrammatical responses.  
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6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to improve the performance of the candidates in Arabic Language in 
the future, the following recommendations need to be taken into account:  

(a) The topic of Rhetoric which appears to be more difficult for students should 
be taught with many examples, group discussions and group assignments to 
ensure that students learn from one another. 
 

(b) Students should be guided to read questions carefully in order to identify 
the requirements of various questions. This will overcome the challenge of 
the candidates’ inability to identify the requirements of the examination 
questions. 
 

(c) The use of Arabic Language in schools should be given priority to teachers 
and students. This will enable the students to master the language skills, 
including writing which is important when responding to the questions. 
 

(d) Teachers should organise writing essay competitions and debates in Arabic 
Language. Students should participate and practise in order to acquire self-
expression skills in Arabic Language. This will build into them language 
competences. 
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Appendix 1 

A comparison of the Candidates’ Performance in Each Topic Between ACSEE 
2022 and ACSEE 2023 
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1. 
 
Language Use 1 85.10 Good 86.00 Good 

2. 
 Morphology 2 82.20 Good 68.06 Good 

3.  Comprehension 1 89.30 Good 83.05 Good 

4. 
 Grammar 1 67.60 Good 68.06 Good 

5. 
 
Literature 3 65.00 Good 70.27 Good 

6.  
Response to 
Readings 

3 64.00 Good 92.33 Good 

7. 
 Composition 3 62.60 Good 67.49 Good 

8. 
 Rhetoric 2 37.20 Average 67.26 Good 
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Appendix 2 

A comparison of the Candidates’ Performance in Each Topic Between ACSEE 
2022 and ACSEE 2023 
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